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VIEWS  OF  THE  LOYAL  PRESS  OF  NEW  YORK. 


As  Governor  Hamilton  thoroughly  endorses  all  the  ctatements  of  Mr.  Sherwood,  concerning  the  Origin  and 
Objects  of  the  Rebellion,  the  following  passages,  from  {prominent  New  York  journals,  may  be  appropriately  quoted 
here : — 

The  Evening  Post  says  :  "  Colonel  Hamilton,  of  Texas,  told  his  hearers  that  we,  who  support  the  government, 
fight  not  only  for  ourselves,  but  for  the  non-Rlav<  holding  whites  of  the  South — to  redeem  them  from  the  serfhood  in 
which  they  are  held  by  the  slaveholders  ;  to  regain  for  them  the  liberties  snatched  from  them  ;  to  save  them  from  the 
fate  which  is  before  them,  of  being  made  the  victims  of  a  cruel  despotism.  But  he  added,  what  is  equally  true,  that 
our  liberty  will  fall  vith  theirs;  and  that  every  blow  we  strike  for  them  is  a  blotv  for  our  own  security. " 

*  *  *  *  And,  adds  the  Post,  "  The  slaveholders'  rebellion  was  not  only  treason  against  the  government, 
which  every  one  of  them  had  repeatedly  sworn  to  maintain,  but  it  was  treason  against  the  happiness,  the  liberty, 
the  social  progress  of  a  great  nation ;  it  was  their  purpose  to  strike  a  blow  at  social  order  on  this  continent ;  to 
Mexicauize  the  American  people  ;  to  break  down  all  that  Washington  and  Jefferson,  and  their  fellow  s,  gave  their 
lives  to  build  up ;  to  destroy  everything  that  has  made  the  American  people  intelligent  and  happy  at  home,  and 
honored  and  respected  abroad."  «  »  •  •  *  i'  They  [the  slaveholders]  have  asked  no  favor  of  us  since  ;  they 
fight  on,  sacn'ficiiig  every  interest  of  the  poor  whites,  whom  they  have  subjected  to  their  wills,  and  willing  to  perish 
beneath  the  ruins  of  their  system,  rather  than  give  up  their  bad  hopes.  We  have  no  recourss,  except  to  beat  them  ; 
we  must  fight,  or  submit  to  these  ferocious  masters  ;  we  must  fight  our  best  against  them  ;  and  those  who  talk  of  com- 
promise, of  concessions,  of  kindness,  of  conciliation  here,  either  wofuUy  fail  to  comprehend  the  issue,  or  they  are 
speaking  in  the  interest  of  the  rebels  ;  and  seeking  to  distract  and  divide  public  sentiment  here,  only  that  the  enemy 
may  the  more  easily  and  speedily  gain  his  victory." 

***•*•  "  Mr.  Hamilton,  though  born,  reared,  and  always  living  in  the  cotton  States,  is  no  conditional 
Unionist,"  says  the  Tribune,  "  He  is  openly,  unequivocally,  in  favor  of  strangling  the  monster,  Slavery,  as  well  as 
his  offspring.  Treason — and,  recognizing  in  slavery  at  least  the  fulcrum  whereby  the  traitors  were  enabled  to  upset 
the  loyalty  of  the  South,  he  favors  its  demolition  in  order  that  loyalty  may  safely  rear  its  head  again.  Believing 
that  if  slavery  were  extinguished,  the  rebellion  would  be  a  fire  without  fuel,  he  is  a  champion  of  Ihe  policy  which 
says,  '  Let  slavery  die,  that  so  the  Republic  may  live.'  Regarding  secession  as  a  revolt  against  democratic  institu- 
tions, in  order  that  a  nanow  oligarchy  may  monopolize  the  semblance  as  well  as  the  reality  of  power,  he  would 
crush  out  that  oligarchy,  by  abolishing  that  which  gives  it  unity  and  prestige,  that  so  Liberty  and  Union  may  abide 
and  flourish  evermore.  Such  is  the  Hon.  Andrew  Jackson  Hamilton,  of  Texas.  Do  not  miss  an  opportunity  to  hear 
him,  and  let  his  earnest  words  fire  your  heart  with  a  deeper  devotion  to  freedom  and  our  country." 

And  the  New  York  Daib/  Times  remarks  that  "  Mr.  Hamilton  does  not  think  that  '  the  South  will  be  ruined' 
if  slavery  is  destroyed.  lie  thinks  the  slaveholders  and  rebels  will  be,  but  that  the  non-slaveholders  of  the  South, 
who  are  the  great  majority  of  the  white  people  there,  ivill  he  hapjnly  enfranchised,  set  free,  enriched  and  ennobled  by 
that  event,  w  hich  cruthes  the  aristocrats  and  oligarchs.  This  is  a  new  viciv  of  the  subject.  It  is  a  philosophic  view 
taken  by  a  free  man  of  the  South,  in  the  interest  of  the  South.  It  is  a  view  that  harmonizes  with  the  emancipation 
edict  of  the  government — that  annihilates  the  sophisms  of  semi-traitors  in  the  North — that  kindles  the  heaits  of  free- 
men everywhere  to  a  holy  zeal  against  the  selfish  tyrants  of  the  rebellion — that  gives  assurance  of  a  new  and  a  true 
life  for  the  South  after  slavery  is  overthrown,  and  guaranties  a  Union  as  peaceful  and  enduring  as  its  leading  prin- 
ciples shall  be  free,  humanizing,  and  tternal. 

«  «  «  »  The  World  and  Courier  and  Enquirer  is  c(\s^fMy  em\>hTd\c.  "  The  Northern  people  have  accepted  this 
war  on  too  narrow  grounds  altogether,"  says  that  journal.  "  They  have  comprehended  but  a  very  meagre  portion 
of  the  real  interests  at  stake — for  the  very  good  reason  that  they  have  hardly  begun  to  understand  the  spirit  and  aims 
of  the  rebel  leaders.  Had  there  been  a  better  appreciation  of  the  actual  truth,  the  war  would  never  have  lagged  as  it 
has  been  suffered  todo  from  the  beginning." 

"  The  evidence  of  such  men  as  Ool.  Hamilton,  who  is  fresh  from  the  active  scene?  of  the  rebellion,  and  who  has 
watched  it  with  penetrating  eye  from  its  first  step,  is  of  peculiar  value,"  says  The  World,  in  its  daily  issue  of  the 
4th  of  October.  "  Their  conclusions,  formed  on  the  spot,  face  to  face  with  the  monster,  are  of  infinitely  more  weight 
than  the  notions  of  Northern  men,  who  know  it  only  by  occasional  glimpses  in  the  far  distance.  It  is  well  that  their 
testimony  should  be  brought  before  our  public  whenever  it  can  be  obtained.  The  gentlemen  who  have  induced  Col. 
Hamilton  to  address  our  people  with  instruction  and  appeal,  have  done  the  good  cause  precious  service."  *  *  * 
"  Col.  Hamilton  has  no  hesitation  in  pronouncing  the  issue  now  pending  to  be  the  veby  highest,  and  BROArEST, 
AND  DEEPEST  I'OBSiuLE.  It  is,  to  his  mind,  nothing  more  nor  less  than  A  Btkugule  between  the  ultimate  pein- 
CIPLK8  OF  CIVIL  GovEENMENT — a  question  whether  f/ifi  ruie  o/ </i«/t'U)  or  f/is  rwi*  p/ ?Ac  inany  eball  prevail.  He 
presents  it  as  his  settled  conviction  that  the  leaders  in  this  rebellion  are  actuated  by  a  distinct  purpose,  to  SUP- 
PLANT POPULAR  GOVERNMENT  and  ESTABLISH  A  MONARCHY— and  that  this  comes  from  their  belief  that 
slavery  can  have  no  effectual  safeguard,  except  irhat  the  strongest  form  of  government  can  afford.  Therefore,  he 
warns  ua  not  to  rest  upon  the  idea  that  mere  tenitory,  or  even  mere  nationality,  is  at  stake  in  this  conflict." 

"  What  has  really  got  to  be  decided,  as  he  justly  views  it,"  adds  The  World,  "  is,  not  whether  the  flag  itself  shall 
be  deprived  of  a  third  of  its  stars,  or  whether  the  flag  itself  i-hall  continue  to  exist,  but  tchether  the  republican  prin- 
ciple, which  has  given  the  flag  all  its  glory,  r.s  or  is  not  to  perish.  He  rightly  declares  that  the  co-existence  of  a 
monarchy  and  a  republic  between  the  great  lakes^and  the  Gulf  ia  a  civil  impossibility — that  such  an  experiment 
would  only  be  another  name  for  perpetual  war. 

"  We  are,  therefore,  shut  up  to  the  absolute  necessity  of  meeting  this  question  now,  once  for  all."  continues  The 
World,  "and,  in  fidelity  to  tlie  great  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  which  our  forefathers  sealed 
with  their  blood,  are  bound  to  prosecute  this  war  with  an  energy  and  a  self-devotion  far  beyond  anything  we  have 
yet  di.'played.  These  are  great  facts  which  Col.  Hamilton  seeks  to  enforce.  He  talks  like  a  man  who  is  thoroughly 
pervaded  by  a  sense  of  their  awful  moment — and  no  mind  that  heeds  his  dijiclosures  and  his  arguments,  can  doubt 
that  he  ia  right." 


The  wide-spread  circulation  and  approbation  bestowed  on  a  previous  pamphlet,  concerning  these  important  topics, 
warrant  the  belief  that  loyalists,  South  and  North,  will  aid  in  disseminating  the  additional  information  contained  in 
the  present  publication. 

HENRY  ORIELLY. 
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PREFACE. 


"  I  FULLY  concur  in  all  that  is  contained  in  that  speech,"  says  the  distinguished 
southern  loyalist,  Col.  Andrew  Jackson  Hamilton,  the  last  Democratic  Congressman  from 
Texas,  recently  apjiointed  provisional  governor  of  Texas.  "  These  matters  are  not  new 
to  either  Mr.  Sliorwood  or  myself,  nor  do  Ave  now  for  the  first  time  interchange  opinions 
upon  them,"  adds  Governor  Hamilton — "  for,  together  we  have,  in  years  past,  watched 
the  inevitalilc  tendency  in  the  .South  to  the  present  deplorable  condition  of  our  country." 
"There  are  few  men  of  my  acquaintance,"  concludes  Gov.  Hamilton,  "who  are  so  well 
prepared,  from  observation,  experience,  and  reflection,  to  think  wisely  and  act  justly  in 
the  premises,  as  Mr.  Sherwood." — (Vide  Hamilton's  letter,  in  reference  to  Sherwood's 
speech  at  Patorson,  New  Jersey.)  "  The  leaders  in  this  rebellion,"  adds  Gov.  Hamilton, 
"  are  actuated  by  a  distinct  purpose,  to  SUPPLANT  POPULAR  GOVERNMENT,  and 
ESTABLISH  A  MONARCHY,  with  Slavery  as  its  corner-stone"— adding  that,  "  If  you 
could,  as  I  have  done,  hear,  in  the  hotels  and  in  the  streets  and  in  parlors,  echoes  of  that 
sentiment  from  men  who,  two  years  ago,  were  regarded  as  loyal,  saying,  'Republicanism 
is  a  failure — we  are  astonished  that  we  ever  thought  it  could  succeed — we  now  realize  the 
fact  that  ice  must  have  a  stronger  governmenf — if  you  knew  it,  as  I  know  it,  you  would 
feel,  fellow-citi/.cns,  that  there  was  something  more  involved  in  this  revolution  than  a 
simple  desire  to  get  rid  of  the  '  hated  Yankee.'  It  was  not  because  the  men  who  inaugu- 
rated it,  hated  the  peojjle  of  the  North — it  was' not  because  they  felt  that  you  had 
seriously  wronged  them — but  it  was  a  deliberate  purpose  on  their  part  to  be  the  con- 
trolling spirits  in  a  new  and  different  order  of  government,  where  their  power  would  be 
perpetual,  and  they  would  not  be  subjected  to  the  chances  of  the  free  choice  of  a  free 
people  in  recurring  elections,  as  had  been  the  case  in  past  time  in  our  country;  and  be 
that  does  not  realize  that  fact  to-day,  does  not  yet  understand  what  that  rebellion  means, 
and,  by  consequence,  the  man  that  is  to-day  flattering  himself  that,  by  conciliatory  measures, 
by  kind  words,  by  peace-offerings,  the  disloyal  States  can  be  caused  to  resume  their  posi- 
tion in  the  Confederacy,  is  icofully  deceived — it  never  will  happen  in  that  way.  There  is 
but  one  remedy,  and  that  is  in  the  physical  power  of  the  loyal  people  of  the  North — the 
physical  power,  directed  by  the  exercise  of  sufiBcient  thought  to  lead  you  to  just  con- 
clusions as  to  u-hat  the  consequences  are  to  be  to  you,  as  well  as  to  the  balance  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  in  case  of  failure.'''' 

*  #  *  «  I  have  grown  wearied  and  disgusted  with  the  mawkish  sensibility  over 
the  negro,  Avhon  there  is  so  much  higher  and  more  available  ground  to  take  in  favor  of 
the  white  man,"  says  Lorenzo  Sherwood.  ***<•'  My  sympathies  are  enlisted  in  the 
great  cause  of  ichite  humanity  in  its  shirt-sleeves — of  that  twenty-seven  millions  of  Ameri- 
can free  citizens  who  are  bound  to  the  eternal  business  of  subsistence  through  their  own 
industry.  Their  lot  is  to  toil — to  toil  on  from  generation  to  generation:  and  a  pretty 
business  it  is  for  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  slaveholders  to  set  these  toiling  millions 
to  cutting  one  another's  throats!" 

*  *  *  "  Our  non-slaveholding  masses  in  the  South  are  gradually  getting  to  un- 
derstand the  real  question  better.  The  information  of  the  North,  concerning  the  secret 
motives  of  the  traitors,  is  rapidly  being  improved.  It  is  the  business  of  the  Union-men 
from  the  for  South — coming  from  the  very  heart  of  this  rebellion — to  stamp  the  motives 
of  the  treason  upon  the  future  history  of  this  war." 

And  nowhere  have  the  motives  and  the  trea.son  been  more  vividly  exposed  and 

denounced,  than  in  the  Champlain  speech  of  Lorenzo  Sherwood,  as  even  the  brief  report 
in  these  pages  will  indicate.  HENRY    O'RIELLY''. 


The  following  correspondence  explains  the  circumstances  connected  with  the 
present  publication : — 

New  York,  Nov.  17,  1862. 
Hon.  Lorenzo  Sherwood — 

Dear  Sir  :  Having  been  informed  of  the  positions  taken  by  you  in  a  late  speech,  at 
Champlain,  in  Northern  New  York,  concerning  the  origin  and  ol>jects  of  the  Slave- 
holders' Rebellion,  we  respectfully  request  from  you  a  report  of  that  speech,  for 
publication. 

A  report  of  that  particular  speech  is  deemed  most  desirable,  as  your  remarks  on  that 
occasion  are  said  to  have  included  a  broader  and  deeper  examination  than  has  hitherto 
been  devoted  to  an  exposure  of  the  schemes  and  hypocrisy  with  which  the  traitors 
masked  their  plans  and  operations,  during  their  long  preparations  for  destroying  our 
government. 

As  that  distinguished  southern  loyalist,  Col.  Hamilton,  of  Texas,  has  publicly  declared 
that  there  are  •'  few  men  of  his  acquaintance  who  are  so  well  prepared  as  Mr.  Sherwood, 
from  observation,  experience,  and  reflection,  to  think  wisely  and  act  justly,"  on  the 
great  questions  connected  with  the  Rebellion,  and  the  condition  of  the  Southern 
people,  we  consider  it  a  public  duty,  at  this  crisis,  to  aid  in  disseminating  the  information 
which  you  have  collected  on  those  important  subjects,  during  your  long  residence  in  the 
South,  including  your  service  in  the  Texan  legislature  ;  and  we,  therefore,  particularly 
request  the  above-mentioned  copy  for  publication — harmonizing  as  it  does  with,  and 
fully  sustaining,  the  positions  asserted  in  the  publications  of  the  Democratic  League, 
concerning  "  the  Slaveholders'  Rebellion  against  democratic  principles,  as  well  as 
against  the  national  unity." 

Yours  respectfully, 

Thomas  Ewbank, 
Chas.  p.  Kirkland, 
Henry  O'Rielly, 
George  P.   Nelson, 
John  J.  Speed, 
Henry  C.  Gardiner, 

and  others. 


REPLY. 

New  York,  Nov.  18, 18G2. 

Gentlemen  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  kind  and  complimentary  note  of  yesterday, 
requesting  a  copy  of  the  speech  lately  made  by  me  at  Champlain,  for  publication.  I 
will  endeavor  to  comply  with  your  request^at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

Be  assured,  gentlemen,  of  my  readiness  to  co-operate  in  any  manner  that  may  prove 

effective  in  bringing  the  motives  of  this  rebellion  distinctly  to  the  public  view.     When 

this  is  effectually  done,  we  shall  all  see  alike  the  real  nature  of  the  antagonisms  now  in 

conflict.     Until  the  public  mind  settles  down  into  a  fixed  belief,  that  these  antagonisms 

are  not  reconcilable,  there  will  be  much  danger  from  distracted  opinions  and  counsels. 

Very  truly  yours.  &c., 

Lorenzo  Sherwood. 
Thomas  Ewbank,  Esq., 

and  others. 


THE  GREAT  ()lfESTIOi\S  OF  THE  REBELLION. 


MR.  SHERWOOD'S  SPEECH  AT  CHAMPLAH. 


My  Fellow-Countrymen  : 

I  come  to  you  as  one  of  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  unionists  of  the  far  South. 
I  have  come  to  speak  to  you  upon  the 
subject  of  our  national  ditficulties,  and  to 
elucidate  to  your  minds  the  causes  in 
which  they  originated.  We  all  know 
that  we  are  in  tlic  midst  of  civil  war. 
We  know  tliat  traitors  are  endeavoring  to 
overthrow  the  jurisdiction  of  the  national 
government,  and  that  the  patriotic  and 
loyal  portion  of  our  people  ai'e  fighting 
and  sacriliciiig  to  sustain  it.  This  is 
patent  to  all  minds.  It  is  equally  clear 
that  the  traitors  of  the  South  plotted  the 
treason  and  commenced  the  war  to  con- 
summate it  through  the  law  of  force. 

What  has  most  puzzled  the  minds  of  our 
countrymen,  North  and  South,  has  been 
the  difficulty  of  getting  at  the  real,  secret, 
and  impelling  motives  that  led  the  slave- 
holders into  I'ebellion.  This  is  a  most 
important  question  for  us  all  to  under- 
stand. Without  knowing  this,  "it  is  im- 
possible for  us  to  understand  whether  the 
motives  that  instigated  the  rebellion  were 
built  up  on  fancies  or  realities.  It  is  of 
the  first  importance  for  us  to  determine 
whether  the  jealous  reasonings  of  slave- 
holders rested  on  premises  that  composed 
an  irreconcihible  antagonism  of  free 
government,  or  whether  they  were  mere 
idle  theory,  that  rational  reasoning,  un- 
der apprehended  calamity,  might  remove. 
If  it  is  ascertained  that  the  causes  that 
led  to  this  rebellion  are  composed  of  an- 
tagonisms that  cannot  abide  together  in 
peace — such  as  must  culminate  in  con- 
vulsion from  their  opposite  natures,  the 
sooner  we  all  understand  tlie  question 
alike  the  better.  Wlien  the  public  mind 
is  drawn  definitely  to  this  conclusion, 
then    will   our   people   and   government 


know  how  much  permanent  peace  it  ia 
possible  to  gain  by  attempted  concilia- 
tion or  compromise.  We  shall  know 
equally  well  whether  it  is  of  imperious 
necessity  to  prosecute  this  war  until  one  or 
the  other  of  these  antagonisms  is  subdued. 
In  order  to  present  the  reasonings  that 
influenced  the  slaveholders  to  enter  upon 
the  attempted  revolution,  I  must  bring 
into  review  the  sentiments  and  opinions 
that  have  been  common  to  the  American 
mind.  I  refer  you  to  that  public  opin- 
ion, North  and  South,  that  "slavery, 
sooner  or  later,  must  lose  its  prestige, 
and  go  out  under  the  laws  of  population 
and  subsistence."  It  was  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  JelFerson,  that,  "  under  free  govern- 
ment, when  the  population  became 
crowded,  slavery  must  give  way."  This 
was  the  declared  opinion  of  all  the  old 
statesmen  of  Virginia — I  might  say  of 
every  intelligent  man  in  the  South  since 
the  Revolution.  I  neSd  not  say  to  you 
that  it  has  been  no  less  the  public  opinion 
of  the  North.  You  have  heard  this  doc- 
trine reiterated  by  the  press,  and  by  the 
representatives  of  every  political  party. 
When  told  by  a  class  of  political  philoso- 
phers who  assumed  that  "  slavery  was  an 
intolerable  evil,"  our  people  have  given 
the  answer  :  "  True,  it  isan  evil,  but  we 
must  bear  with  it,  and  let  it  go  out  un- 
der the  laws  of  population."  There  has 
never  been  any  other  opinion.  North  or 
South,  than  that  slavery,  under  free 
government,  must  ultimately  recede  and 
go  out  before  the  power  of  the  enfran- 
chised masses.  Whether  this  theoiy  Avas 
true  or  false,  it  was  public  opinion.  It 
was  this  consideration  that  intensified  the 
jealousy  of  the  slaveholder,  and  made 
him  politically  franiic  over  the  antici- 
pated fate  of  the  institution. 
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In  illustration  of  this  theory,  allow  me 
to  recite  a  paragraph  from  a  speech  made 
some  years  since  in  a  Southern  legisla- 
ture. In  commenting  upon  the  effect  of 
population  upon  slavery,  the  speaker 
said  : 

"  Less  than  twenty  years  since,  the 
declaration  was  made  in  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  that  'two  hundred  years 
hence  the  question  of  slavery  would  be 
precisely  what  it  then  was.'  That  sena- 
tor was  mistaken.  He  spoke  from  im- 
pulse, and  reasoned  not  from  a  prophetic 
survey  of  the  probable — we  might  almost 
say,  of  the  established  future.  Should 
the  population  of  these  states  jirogress  in 
the  ratio  of  the  'past,  twenty-five  years 
will  increase  our  numbers  to  fifty  mil- 
lions. Fifty  years  will  swell  them  to  a 
hundred  ;  and  at  the  end  of  seventy-five 
years  will  two  hundred  millions  of  human 
beings  inhabit  the  soil  of  our  country. 
The  child  that  is  born  to-day  may  live  to 
see  his  offspring  clamoring  for  the  space 
the  black  man  now  occupies." 

I  must  invite  you,  my  friends,  to  keep 
steadily  in  your  minds  this  theory  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  laws  of  population  upon 
slavery.  If  you  do  so,  it  will  greatly 
assist  you  in  your  just  conclusions  as  to 
the  motives  that  germinated  the  rebellion 
into  growth,  and  what  class  of  our  coun- 
trymen is  responsible  for  this  war.  If 
you  make  3-0 ur  survey  from  this  stand- 
point, you  will  not  be  mistaken.  You 
will  go  to  the  root  of  the  question.  You 
will  be  enabled  to  distinguish  the  deep- 
seated,  impelling  motive,  from  the  false 
pretences  that  have  been  artfully  thrown 
upon  the  surface  in  order  to  disguise  the 
political  enormity  that  lay  beneath. 

It  is  now  historically  established  that  the 
programme  for  secession  was  adopted  at 
the  Nashville  convention  in  1850.  This 
was  done  in  secret  session,  and  under  the 
auspices  of  John  C.  Calhoun.  It  was 
then,  at  that  time  and  place,  that  treason 
made  its  political  survey  and  established 
its  base  line  of  operations,  from  which, 
and  back  to  which,  all  the  subsequent 
calculations  and  plottings  have  been 
made.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this 
was  during  the  Taylor-Fillmore  adminis- 
tration— the    former  a    Southern   Presi- 


dent, and  the  latter  most  adulated  of  all 
by  slaveholders  for  subserviency  to  the 
South.  Let  it  be  remembered,  also,  that 
at  the  time  this  treason  was  practically 
resolved  on,  no  Fremont,  Lincoln,  or  re- 
publican party  existed,  that  had  any 
prominence  as  a  political  organization 
before  the  public.  Let  us  take  this  date 
of  the  programme  of  treachery,  in  con- 
nection with  what  Mr.  Spratt,  of  South 
Carolina,  subsequently  declared  in  his  fa- 
mous letter  to  Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana, 
He  assumed  that  "there  was  no  man  in 
the  South  who  deserved  the  name  of 
statesman  who  would  pretend  that  seces- 
sion was  caused  by  any  aggression  of  the 
North  upon  the  rights  of  the  South" — 
that  "  it  was  still  less  the  result  of  any 
act  of  oppression  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  government" — that  "the  rea- 
son was,  because  of  the  difference  in  the 
organization  of  society  North  and  South  " 
— "  it  was  because,  in  the  non-slave- 
holding  states,  from  the  very  fact  that 
eveiy  man  was  a  freeman,  the  North  was 
naturally  democratic" — "  every  man  be- 
ing a  freeman,  the  result  was  that  the 
laboring  class,  in  the  non-slaveholding 
states  had  the  power  of  government,  and 
it  required  but  little  argument  to  prove, 
when  that  was  the  case,  government,  in- 
stead of  being  in  the  head,  was  in  the 
heels  of  society."  Mr.  Spratt  further  as- 
sumed that  "  no  greater  truth  was  ever 
uttered  than  that  uttered  by  Mr.  Seward, 
when  he  said,  '  there  was  an  irrepressible 
conflict  between  the  two  systems  of  soci- 
ety.' " 

I  have  had  much  opportunity  for 
knowing,  and  do  know,  that  this  was  the 
identical  view  taken  of  the  question  by 
the  secessionists.  To  illustrate  how 
strongly  the  real  motives  to  the  rebellion 
were  impressed  upon  my  mind  before  se- 
cession, allow  me  to  cite  a  paragraph  con- 
tained in  a  pamphlet  conmiunication, 
sent  by  me  to  Texas,  in  the  fall  of  1860. 
In  this  pamphlet,  I  endeavored  to  warn 
the  people  of  that  state  of  the  designs  of 
treason  to  overthrow  free  government  in 
the  Southern  states.  This  pamphlet  was 
written  before  secession,  and  I  remember 
to  have  penned  the  paragraph  I  now  cite, 
on  the  evening  that  William  L.  Yancey 
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addressed  a  meeting  at  the  Cooper  Insti~ 
tule  : 

THE    PARAGRAPH. 

"  To  go  back  a  little  :  some  of  the  states- 
men of  South  Carolina  alFeeted  to  discover 
the  seeds  of  an  '  irrepressible  conflict,' 
at  a  much  earlier  day  than  Mr.  Seward. 
They  had  witnessed  the  flow  of  Soutliern 
population  to  the  North,  and  the  transfer 
of  representation  along  with  it.  For 
many  years  past,  have  they  affected  to 
deplore  a  government  of  majorities.  It 
was  prophesied  by  them,  that  any  mate- 
rial di.^turbance  of  the  balance  of  power, 
would  be  the  '  knell  for  dissolving  the 
Union.'  Tlie  principles  of  the  Koinan 
and  Grecian  Republics  have  been  admired 
and  applauded,  while  Aristotle's  '  the- 
ory of  a  perfect  society '  has  been  their 
text-book.  Jefferson's  views,  and  the 
views  of  the  old  statesmen  of  Virginia, 
have  been  denounced  and  repudiated.  A 
government,  founded  on  class,  partly  of 
qnasi  patrician  and  partly  of  plebeian 
represeutation,  has  been  broached.  As 
Incident  to  its  anticipations,  the  reopen- 
ing of  the  African  slave-trade  has  been 
urged,  in  order  to  supply  more  fully  the 
necessary  requirement  for  servile  labor ; 
the  whole  of  this  to  be  upheld  and  main- 
tained by  the  broadest^possible  organiza- 
tion of  military  force.  Here,  then,  is  a 
suggested  military  republic,  with  a  gov- 
ernment of  checks  and  balances  in  anal- 
ogy to  the  English  parhament ;  and  all 
predicated  on  the  supposed  necessity,  of 
not  only  governing  the  servile  labor,  but 
to  place  a  barrier  to  the  future  influence 
of  the  non-slavehokling  population." 

This  was  then  my  fixed  belief  as  to  the 
motives  that  moved  in  the  under  cur- 
rent of  the  rebellion  which  was  then 
threatened  ;  but  which  is  now  known  to 
have  been  determined  on  ten  years  pre- 
vious. This  view  of  the  case  had  been 
most  painfully  impressed  upon  my  mind 
for  some  years,  and  from  matters  that  had 
been  thrust  upon  my  attention  by  the 
whole  compass  of  reasonings  on  the  part 
of  those  who  advocated  secession.  It 
was  the  more  painful,  because  I  knew 
that  the  question  involved  a  conflict  be- 
tween deep-seated    antagonisms   that  no 


compromises  could  avert  or  cure.  I  will 
be  pardoned  for  speaking  of  my  own  views 
at  that  early  day.  I  had  been  placed  in 
contact  with  the  traitors,  and  had  long 
sojouraed  in  their  midst.  I  come  now 
to  relate  my  experiences,  and  to  assist 
my  countrymen  to  throw  [the  responsi- 
bility of  this  war,  and  the  cause  of  it, 
where  they  belong. 

AVe  must  allow  the  repudiators  of  dem- 
ocratic government,  who  have  labored 
through  years  of  preparation  to  throw  off 
the  national  jurisdiction,  to  be  the  ex- 
positors of  their  reasons  for  so  doing. 
Their  real  motives  for  the  rebellion  are 
one  thing,  and  their  false  pretences  in 
the  management  of  the  incidents  quite 
another.  It  is  veiy  necessary,  as  before 
suggested,  to  discriminate  between  the 
simulated  and  the  real.  I  will  now  bring 
to  }'our  attention  the  famous  letter  of  Mr. 
Garnett,  of  Virginia,  to  Mr.  Trescott,  of 
South  Carolina,  written  in  1851.  This 
letter  was  a  prisoner-of-war.  It  was 
captured  at  the  late  residence  of  IVIr. 
Trescott  on  Barnwell's  Island,  by  Gen. 
Hunter.  It  bears  evidence  on  its  face  of 
the  settled  designs  of  treason.  Bear  with 
me,  my  friends,  while  I  read  it,  for  it  is 
fuU  of  the  most  significant  instruction. 

the  letter. 

"  Va.  Convention,  Mw/  3,  1851. 

"  Mv  DEAR  SIR  :  You  misunderstood 
my  last  letter,  if  you  suppo.-ed  that  I  in- 
tended to  visit  South  Carolina  this  spring. 
I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  your 
kind  invitations,  and  it  would  afford  me 
the  highest  pleasure  to  interchange,  in 
person,  sentiments  with  a  friend  whose 
manner  of  thinking  so  closely  agrees  with 
my  own.  But  my  engagements  here 
closely  confine  me  to  this  city,  and  deny 
me  such  a  gratification. 

"  I  would  be  especially  glad  to  be  in 
Charleston  next  week,  and  witness  your 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  South- 
ern Rights  Associations.  The  condition 
of  things  in  your  state  deeply  interests 
me  ;  her  wise  foresight  and  manly  inde- 
pendence have  placed  her  as  the  head  of 
the  South,  to  whom  alone  true-hearted 
men  can  look  with  any  hope  or  pleasure. 
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tion,  he  was  ready  to  declare  slavery  the 
*'  corner-stone"  of  the  Southei'n  social  and 
political  editice.  Of  a  sudden,  it  became 
the  beau  ideal  of  his  newly-enlightened 
vision.  Years  of  contemplative  reflection 
became  nothing.  He  pronounced  the 
words  in  their  full  meaning,  that,  when 
understood,  are  made  to  exclude  all  idea 
of  the  democratic  principle  in  govern- 
ment. 

I  fear,  my  friends,  that  I  may  weary 
your  patience  by  these  recitals  from  the 
records  of  treason.  .It  is,  however,  so 
necessary  that  our  countrymen  should 
all  understand  the  real  motives  and  rea- 
sonings in  which  the  rebellion  originated, 
that  I  trust  you  will  bear  with  me  a  little 
longer.  If  the  traitors  have  assumed 
that  the  enfranchisement  of  the  masses 
in  connection  with  democratic  govern- 
ment, was  the  great  source  of  danger 
to  them ;  and  if  they  have  instituted 
this  conspiracy  to  overthrow  free  govern- 
ment for  that  reason,  we  shall  all  know 
how  to  deal  with  the  question  when  that 
object  is  made  apparent.  Allow  me  to 
read  to  you  a  paragraph  from  a  speech 
made  in  the  Vicksburg  secession  conven- 
tion of  1859.  This  speech  I  can  now 
produce  in  full.  The  extract  may  pro- 
duce additional  light  to  your  minds  as  to 
the  feeling  of  execration  by  slavehold- 
ers towards  the  democratic  element  of 
the  South. 

THE    PARAGRAPH, 

"  While  our  population  has  advanced, 
there  has  been  no  proportionate  advance- 
ment in  the  number  of  slaves.  The 
widening  west  has  made  demand  of  slaves 
upon  the  older  states — the  older  states 
have  been  compelled  to  yield  to  such  ex- 
action. With  every  transportation  there 
was  hireling  labor  ready  to  supply  its 
place  :  with  hireling  labor  came  the  form 
and  spirit  of  democracy.  It  made  its 
way  across  the  border — it  overspread  the 
states  of  Delaware  and  Maryland — it  ex- 
tended in  the  states  of  Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri, and  Virginia — it  entered  into 
Southern  cities — it  glided  into  schools 
and  pulpits — it  crept  about  the  halls  of 
legislation  ;  and  so  it  is,  that  we  are  not 


alone  in  the  contest  with  the  T>Jorth, 
which  bears  the  banners  of  democracy, 
bnt  with  the  democracy  itself  within  the 
states,  the  cities,  and  the  institutions  of 
the  South." — The  speaker  assuraed,  that, 
if  this  democracy  could  not  be  got  rid 
of,  '•  the  separation  from  the  North  would 
merely  adjourn  the  contest  " — that,  "  as 
this  Southern  democracy  grapples  slavery 
in  its  homes,  and  on  its  hearthstones, 
slavery  was  like  the  Thracian  horse  that 
bore  its  rider  from  the  field,  and  that, 
escaping  enemies  abroad,  it  would  be 
forced  to  wage  a  still  more  deadly  contest 
with  its  enemies  at  home." 

I  am  aware,  my  friends,  that  this  is 
language  to  which  your  democratic  ears 
are  not  accustomed.  It  may  seem  strange 
to  you,  that  men,  living  under  free  gov- 
eriunjsnt,  should  become  so  opposed  to 
that  government  as  to  enter  into  consinr- 
acy  against  its  principles  ;  but,  had  you 
been  accustomed  to  hear  what  I  have 
heard  through  a  long  series  of  years, 
and  did  you  know,  as  I  have  known,  the 
impelling  motives  whence  it  sprung,  you 
would  not  be  astonished.  It  has  been 
the  fullest  conviction  on  the  minds  of 
slaveholders  for  years,  that  democracy 
and  slavery  were  incompatible — that 
they  were  irreconcilable  antagonisms,  the 
one  of  which  must  go  under. 

In  an  essay,  wiitten  by  J.  Quitman 
Moore,  of  Mississippi,  and  published  in 
the  Charleston  Mercury,  and  republished 
in  De  Bow's  Review,  in  18G1,  the  au- 
thor, in  revilement^  of  the  democratic 
principle,  says : 

"  Those  pestilent  and  pernicious  dog- 
mas— '  the  greatest  good  of  the  greatest 
number' — '  the  majority  shall  rule' — are, 
in  their  practical  application,  the  frightful 
source  of  disorders  never  to  be  quieted — 
philosophies  the  most  false,  and  passions 
the  most  wild,  destructive,  and  ungovern- 
able. In  America,"  says  this  autlior, 
"  by  reason  of  the  operation  of  causes 
wholly  extraneous  to  the  considerations 
of  government  and  society,  the  republi- 
can experiment  has  been  prolonged  be- 
yond recorded  precedent ;  but,  painful  as 
the  reflection  must  be  to  all  such  as  sub- 
scribed to  the  Utopian  philosophy,  and 
have  an  abiding  faith  in  the  capacity  of 
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man  for  enlightened  self-rule,  it  must  be 
confessed  that  the  experiment  of  the  dem- 
ocratic republic  of  America  hsis  failed." 
The  autlior  concludes,  that  "  the  institu- 
tion of  an  hereditary  senate  and  execu- 
tive is  tlie  political  form  best  suited  to 
the  genius,  and  most  expressive  of  the 
ideas,  of  the  Soutii." 

In  this  repudiation  of  the  Jefifersonian 
doctrine  by  iNIr.  Moore,  Ave  find  the  ex- 
act retlex  of  the  advocates  of  that  gov- 
ernment, from  -which  it  cost  our  fathers 
a  seven  years'  war  to  separate.  Says 
Col.  Hamilton,  who  recently  came  from 
the  South  :  "I  have  heard  in  hotels,  in 
the  streets,  in  parlors,  echoes  from  men 
who,  two  years  a2;o,  were  regarded  as 
loyal,  saying:  'Republicanism  is  a  fail- 
ure ;'  '  we  are  astonished  that  we  ever 
thought  it  could  succeed  ;'  '  we  now  real- 
ize the  fact  that  we  must  have  a  stronger 
government.'  "  If  we  turn  to  the  liritish 
reviews  for  the  last  eighteen  mon^.hs,  we 
fitid  the  corresponding  echoes  :  "The 
democratic  government  in  America  has 
failed ;"  "  we  have  always  prophesied  that 
it  would  fail ;"  "  we  have  always  known 
that  it  lacked  the  cohesive  power  to  main- 
tain its  jurisdiction  over  an  empire  of 
such  magnitude."  Thus  we  have  it,  the 
sympathetic  chorus  to  the  dirge  of  de- 
mocracy's downfall  has  been  echoed  and 
responded  by  the  traitors  in  America, 
and  the  i-ympathizing  aristocracy  and 
monarchists  of  England.  Every  steamer, 
for  the  List  year  and  a  half,  has  borne 
this  delightful  interchange  of  sentiment 
between  these  haters  of  democracy  in  the 
South,  and  their  co-revilers  and  allies  in 
Europe.  If  we  consult  the  political  lit- 
erature of  the  South,  that  which  repre- 
sents the  slaveholders  as  a  class  (and  no 
other  is  tolerated),  we  find  the  exact  par- 
allel to  the  tory  platform  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. Not  the  first  generous  democratic 
sentiment  is  put  forth.  On  the  contraiy, 
democracy  is  reviled,  while  "  primogen- 
iture," "  entails,"  "  stronger  govern- 
ment," and  all  the  incidents  of  heredi- 
taiy  monarchy  and  aristocracy,  are  un- 
sparingly advocated.  I  venture  the  as- 
sertion, that  you  could  no  more  pass  what 
would  here  be  termed  a  democratic  reso- 
lution, or  resolution  embracing  a  demo- 


cratic sentiment,  in  a  convention  of  slave- 
holders, than  you  could  pass  it  in  the 
British  House  of  Lords.  They  do  not 
believe  in  the  exercise  of  political  power 
bv  the  masses.  INIuch  less,  they  firmly 
believe  that,  in  order  to  maintain  slavery 
unimpaired,  it  is  necessary  to  take  from 
the  masses  in  the  South  the  power  they 
now  possess. 

In  order  to  illustrate  more  fully  the 
force  of  the  motive  to  ci'ush  out  democ- 
racy in  the  South,  allow  me  to  repeat  an 
argument  I  had  occasion  to  make  before 
a  late  audience  in  New  Jersey  : 

"  When  we  look  at  the  nature  of  the 
institution,  and  the  results  flowing  from 
it,  we  can  discover  the  strong  pecuniary 
motive  for  maintaining  it.  Aside  from 
the  protits  of  agricultural  products,  sixty 
millions  per  year  were  added  to  the  in- 
crease of  slave  property  through  the  laws 
of  generation.  Three  per  cent.,  or  there- 
abouts, annually  compounded,  added  to 
the  profits  of  agriculture,  swelled  the 
slaveliolders'  profits  to  ten,  twelve,  and 
fifteen  per  cent,  annually.  This  enabled 
the  slaveholders  to  monopolize  the  good 
lands  and  the  force  to  cultivate  them. 
In  this  way  the  institution  was  peculiarly 
calculated  to  perpetuate  wealth  in  fam- 
ilies, and  to  continuate  it  in  the  family 
descent.  But  hov/  was  this  descent 
of  property,  and  this  increase  of  the  fu- 
ture millions  upon  millions  of  slaves  to 
be  held  in  bondage  ?  Here  w^ere  seven 
millions  of  non-slaveholders,  composing 
the  democratic  element  of  the  South.  It 
was  an  enfranchised,  voting  power.  It 
was  attached  to  free  government,  and  had 
drunk  in  the  idea  of  free  government  the 
same  and  as  fully  as  the  people  of  the 
North.  This  population,  in  twenty-three 
to  twenty-five  years,  would  swell  to 
fourteen  millions.  Five  decades  would 
swell  it  to  twenty-eight  millions,  while 
the  same  length  of  time  would  swell 
the  slaveholding  element  to  six  millions 
only.  Antagonisms  between  these  demo- 
cratic and  anti-democratic  forces  were 
sure  to  rise  up  as  population  became 
crowded.  Under  this  regime,  the  antag- 
onistic elements  in  society,  under  the  laws 
of  population  and  subsist^^nce,  must  soon 
come  in  conflict. 


12 


MR.    SHERWOOD  S   SPEECH   AT   CHAMPLAIN. 


"  There  was  another  consideration  with 
slaveholders,  and  one  of  most  vital  en- 
ergy in  impelling  them  to  the  project  of 
taking  away  the  power  of  the  masses. 
The  propel  ty  in  slaves  was  political  prop- 
erty. It  depended  for  i(s  duration  upon 
the  action  of  political  forces  and  the  pol- 
icy of  the  state  under  the  operation  of 
those  political  forces  :  hence  slaveholders 
were  jealous  of  the  masses.  They  were 
anti-democratic,  from  supposed  necessity. 
They  must  possess  and  wield  the  exclu- 
sive political  power  of  the  state,  and  con- 
tinue to  exercise  it,  for  whenever  they 
lost  it,  and  the  prestige  of  its  antago- 
nism should  come  into  the  ascendency,  the 
downfall  of  slavery  would  take  its  date. 
This  process  of  reasoning,  whether  true 
or  false,  was  the  theory  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  interests  in  the  South.  It  was  the  im- 
pelling motive,  not  only  for  the  conspir- 
acy to  throw  off  the  national  jurisdiction, 
but  to  overthrow  free  government  in  the 
South.  Their  aim  and  object  is,  and  from 
supposed 'necessity,  to  overthrow  democ- 
racy. The  effort  to  do  this  is  backed,  not 
only  by  supposed  necessity,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve slavery  unimpaired,  but  by  the 
whole  train  of  ambitious  motives  con- 
nected with  the  raising  up  of  an  organ- 
ized and  cemented  aristocracy." 

THE  IDEA  OF  CONCILIATION  A  DELUSION. 

The  most  painful  complexion  of  the 
political  ((uestion,  connected  with  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  has  been  the  de- 
lusion as  to  the  real  motives  of  the  trai- 
tors, and  the  still  more  dangerous  delu- 
sion founded  on  the  supposition  that  they 
could  be  conciliated.  While  waiting  for 
this,  we  liave  seen  our  armies  wasted  by 
the  diseases  of  camp  life  ;  we  have  seen 
the  resources  of  the  nation  undergoing 
rapid  exhaustion  from  delay  ;  we  have 
seen  the  danger  of  foreign  intervention 
whenever  we  should  become  weakened  by 
discouragements  or  exhausted  in  finance. 
Thousands  upon  thousands  have  exclaim- 
ed, "  Will  not  our  government,  our  gene- 
rals, our  armies,  and  our  people,  open 
their  eyes  to  this  most  fatal  delusion  be- 
fore it  is  (00  late  V  We  know  it  to  be 
the  case  that  many  of  our  well-intentioned 


fellow-citizens   are    still  laboring   under 
the   delusion   that  political    matters  are 
yet  susceptible  of  an  accommodation  be- 
tween om"  government  and   the   treason- 
al)le  influences  that  inaugurated  the  con- 
spiracy.    If  we  fail,  this  will  have  been 
the  fatal  "  rock  on  which  we  split."     Let 
me  admonish  my  countrymen  to  indulge 
in  this  disastrous  error  no  longer.     What 
preposterous    reasoning    it   must   be   to 
suppose  we  can   conciliate  those  whose 
motive   it  was  to  strike  down  the  politi- 
cal rights  of  the  masses  in  the   South ! 
But  how  is  it  possible  to  conciliate  these 
traitors,   even    under  their    apprehended 
calamity?       Their   secret    motives    are 
now   fully   divulged.       Their   intent   to 
throw    off   republican    government    has 
been  promulgated  in  the  South.      It  has 
been    promulgated   through    the   North. 
It  has  been  urged  in  Europe,  as  the  basis 
of  alliance  and  sympathy  with  the  rebel 
cause.       We   know  that   the   intent    to 
prostrate    the   democratie    principle    in 
Southern  politics  cannot  be  disguised  or 
concealed  from  the  Southern  masses,  and 
the   traitors   know  it    as    vk'«ll   as    we. 
What,  then,  ^^'ould   be  the   condition  of 
the  traitors  should  they  consent  to  a  restor- 
ation of  the  Union  ?     Who  would  answer 
for  the  blood  of  the  children  of  the  South 
that  has  been  spilled  in  the  war  to  over- 
throw   free   government  ?      Who   would 
stay  the  hand  of  indignation   when  the 
fathers  and  mothers,  brothers,  sisters,  and 
wives  of  the  slain,  with  knowledge  of  the 
motives  of  the  rebellion   should  demand 
of  the  traitors,  "  Is  this  the  feast  to  which 
you  invited  us  ?     Is  this  the  reason  why 
you  coerced    your  countrymen  into  the 
rebel  service  ?     What  apology  have  you 
for  seeking  to  convert  the  masses  of  the 
South  into  an  agency  for  the  overthrow 
of  their  cherished  political  rights  ?     This, 
then,  is  the  motive  to  your  treason  !      We 
demand  at  your  hands  the  blood  of  those 
you  have  sacrificed  !"     What  would  be 
the  condition   of  the  rebel  generals  and 
naval  commanders — those  who  have  be- 
trayed their  government?     Would  they 
presuppose  the  consent  of  the  nation  to 
reslure  them  to  military  or  na^al  com- 
mand, or    would    they   contemplate  the 
certain  abasement  that  follows  infidelity 
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and  treachery  ?  I  need  not  carry  this 
argument  further.  You  could  not,  if 
you  would,  my  countrymen,  take  the 
first  step  in  conciliation,  unless  you 
can  perform  a  political  miracle.  You 
could  not,  if  you  would,  conciliate  these 
authors  of  the  treason  for  the  reason  that 
you  could  not,  if  you  would,  conciliate 
your  injured  countrjTOien,  North  and 
South,  wlio  have  suttered  so  much,  and 
sacrificed  so  much.  'I'he  leading  tfai- 
tors,  like  the  veiled  prophet  of  Khorasan, 
cast  their  destiny  upon  the  hope  of  suc- 
cess only.  They  know  that  defeat  is 
ruin — that  compromise  would  be  ruin  ; 
and  that  degradation  lies  in  every  path- 
way but  that  of  success.  They  would 
soonei',  like  their  exemplar,  cast  them- 
selves into  the  '"  pit  of  burning  aque- 
fortis"  than  submit,  dishonored  and 
disarmed,  to  the  never-ending  reproaches 
of  their  injured  countrymen.  From 
these  leading  traitors — these  spirits  that 
inaugurated  the  conspiracy — you  may 
expect  nothing  but  desperation  to  the 
last.  They  know  that  victor}',  or  the 
"  bridge  of  sighs,"  is  their  doom. 

THE    IRRECONCII-ABLE    NATURE    OP    THE 
AKTAGOMSMS. 

Let  me  exhort  you,  my  friends,  to  take 
into  contemplation  the  full  nature  of 
these  opposing  principles  that  are  now  in 
conflict  in  this  war.  It  behooves  us  all 
to  analyze  to  their  root  the  irreconcilable 
forces  thrown  into  antagonism,  and  now 
e>Jiiibiting  the  last  form  of  antagonism 
through  the  law  of  force.  Eighteen  hun- 
dred and  sixty  years  ago,  or  thereabouts, 
the  great  Nazarene  philosopher  promul- 
gated the  sentiment,  that  we  should  "  do 
to  others  as  we  would  they  should  do 
unto  us."  At  a  later  day  this  sentiment 
found  its  political  corollary  in  the  expres- 
sive words,  "  Equal  and  exact  justice  to 
all  men,"  At  a  still  later  day  the  same 
sentiment  was  incorporated  into  the  great 
Bill  of  Human  Kights,  penned  by  .Jeffer- 
son, and  adopted  by  our  lathers  as  the 
permanent  foundation  of  good  govern- 
ment. For  the  purpose  of  establishing 
this  government,  they  revolted  from  the 
authority    of    Britain,    and    repudiated 


monarchy  and  aristocracy  as  inconsistent 
with  protection  to  popular  rights.  In 
the  fundamental  law  they  guarantied  free 
republican  government  to  the  people  of 
all  the  states.  As  a  means  of  securing  it, 
they  interdicted  the  establishment  of  any 
order  of  nobility.  Protection  of  popular 
rights  through  popular  suffrage — preven- 
tion of  perpetuated  wrong  through  the 
distribution  of  power — was  their  doctrine. 
If  I  mistake  not,  the  great  bulk  of  their 
descendants  have  not  yet  apostatized  from 
this  doctrine.  I  Avould  assert,  without 
the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  twenty- 
seven  and  one  half  out  of  the  twenty-nine 
millions  of  the  free  white  population  of 
these  states  are  yet  lovers  of  free  govern- 
ment, and  attached  to  all  the  ])rinciples 
connected  with  its  just  administration. 
I  have  circulated  among  this  population 
from  the  extreme  north  to  the  extreme 
south  ;  from  the  east  to  the  far  west ; 
have  analyzed  its  sentiments,  and  know 
this  declaration  to  be  tru?.  Seven  mil- 
lions in  the  South,  wi;h  more  than 
twenty  millions  in  the  North,  have  the 
same  attachments  to  free  institutions — 
the  same  abiding  faith  that  such  are  best 
for  them  and  their  posterity. 

Unfortunately,  however,  for  the  peace 
of  our  country,  the  class  in  the  South, 
composed  of  slaveholders  and  their  fam- 
ilies, have  proposed  to  take  the  back 
track  in  political  destiny.  They  number, 
ill  the  aggregate,  not  to  exceed  fifteen 
hundred  thousand.  As  a  class,  with 
some  honorable  exceptions,  the  declara- 
tion of  Mr.  Moore,  "  that  an  heredi- 
tary senate  and  executive  are  best  suited 
to  their  genius  and  ideas  of  government," 
is  true.  With  them,  as  a  class,  the  sen- 
timent in  favor  of  free  government  was 
long  since  debauched. 

Let  us  now,  my  friends,  endeavor  to 
keep  in  mind  first  principles  while  we 
make  the  inquiry :  liow,  and  in  Avhat 
manner,  may  we  expect  to  reconcile  these 
antagonisms  ?  The  one  rests  on  natural 
rights  and  fundamental  principles  engraft- 
ed upon  our  free  institutions  ;  the  other 
seeks  to  make  slavery  "  the  cliief  corner- 
stone" of  its  political  edifice,  acknowl- 
edges itself  the  antagonism  of  philosophic 
democracy,    and   has   aggressively   com- 
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The  small  power,  made  great  by  the  great- 
ness of  its  cause,  Avas  ultimately  trium- 
phant. Though  often  distracted  by  treach- 
ery and  embarrassed  by  discouragements, 
still  it  rose,  and  continued  to  rise,  higher 
and  higher,  stronger  and  stronger,  until 
at  last  it  erected  and  secured  the  first  ap- 
proved monument  to  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  Spain  also  had  her  vicissitudes 
of  seeming  success  and  misfortune;  but 
no  turn  in  the  tide  of  affairs  could  bring  to 
her  side  enduring  strength.  She  sunk  in 
power.  She  sunk  lower  and  lower  in 
political  debasement.  Her  chivalry  sunk 
with  the  sinking  of  her  national  morality. 
So  low  did  the  nationality  run,  that  Spain 
seemed,  at  the  end  of  her  contest  against 
humane  principles,  to  have  sunk  below 
the  point  of  national  recuperation.  The 
monument  she  erected  to  her  infamy  has 
for  centuries  carried  on  its  face  the  in- 
scription, "  Beware  of  denationalizing 
humanity."  I  make  this  historic  allusion, 
my  friends,  for  the  reason  that,  in  this 
very  conflict,  those  principles  of  civil, 
political,  and  religious  liberty  were  estab- 
lished, that  were  afterward  transplanted 
on  the  more  congenial  soil  of  America. 
It  was  the  fountain  from  which  our  fore- 
fathers drank  in  the  inspiration  of  free 
government. 

I  admonish  you,  my  countrymen,  to 
bear  in  mind  the  teachings  of  history, 
and  add  those  teachings  to  your  own  ex- 
perience. Put  the  historic  experience  of 
society,  of  all  ages,  into  the  scale  of  self- 
evident  truth,  and  you  will  have  estab- 
lished this  axiom,  "  Humane  and  just 
principles,  as  between  themselves,  never 
produce  convulsions."  These  convul- 
sions in  society  arise  from  opposing  forces 
only.  If  the  incidents  of  society,  which 
are  opposed  to  justice  and  natural  right, 
are  unduly  encouraged,  one  of  two  re- 
sults is  inevitable.  There  must  be  a  con- 
vulsion, or  there  must  be  a  relapse  into 
barbarism.  If  the  common  intelligence 
of  society  is  astute  enough,  and  the  moral 
sense  strong  enough,  to  analyze  and  op- 
pose aggressive  wrong,  then  there  will  be 
convulsion  until  such  time  as  the  moral 
atmosphere  is  purified.  If  these  are 
wanting,  and  aggressive  wrong  becomes 
predominant,   society   sinks,    and  every- 


thing becomes  debauched,  degenerate, 
and  debased.  Violence  and  despotism 
step  in  to  inflict  the  penalty  for  disobedi- 
ence to  the  injunction,  which  declares 
"  eternal  vigilance"  to  be  "the  price  of 
liberty." 

CERTAIN  CALAMITY  FROM    DISINTEGRA- 
TION. 

My  friends,  I  have  been  much  pained 
of  late  at  the  discouraging  remarks  of 
individuals,  implying  a  supposed  neces- 
sity of  allowing  the  seceding  states  to  go 
out  of  the  Union.  I  have  never  for  a 
moment  deemed  any  such  acquiescence 
necessary.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  re- 
garded such  expressions  as  the  last  de- 
gree of  unmanly  and  unpatriotic  folly. 
I  would  say  to  all  such  men,  if  pride  of 
nationality,  if  the  obligations  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  maintain  for  the  people  of 
all  the  states  "  free  republican  govern- 
ment," are  not  sufficient  to  awaken  man- 
hood, then  take  counsel  of  more  rational 
fear,  and  hold  to  the  resolution  of  main- 
taining the  Union  on  the  ground  of  im- 
perative necessity.  Let  the  danger  to 
free  government,  even  in  the  adhei'ing 
states,  be  heeded  ;  for,  let  me  assui'e  you, 
that  you  cannot  allow  it  to  be  stricken 
down  in  any  part  of  the  Union  without 
shaking  its  foundations  everywhere. 

I  admonish  my  countrymen  not  to  in- 
dulge in  the  idea  of  an  ignominious 
peace  on  the  basis  of  a  dismembered  na- 
tionality. Permanent  separation  would 
not  only  blast  the  political  hopes  of  the 
democratic  element  in  the  South,  but  it 
would  open  to  all  of  us  a  flood  of  evils, 
most  painful  to  contemplate.  Suppose 
we  allow  these  political  adventurers  of 
the  South  to  cement  their  proposed  sys- 
tem by  the  establishment  of  an  order  of 
nobility — a  nobility  numerous  and  vigi- 
lant, and  banded  together  by  the  strong- 
est of  all  human  ties,  the  monopoly  of 
wealth  and  ambition  for  continuous  and 
exclusive  political  power.  jNlexico,  on 
the  south,  would  fall  an  easy  prey  to  its 
ambitious  rapacity  for  empire.  Central 
America  would  follow.  War  would  be 
its  policy,  as  it  is  the  necessary  policy  of 
all  rising  nations  whose  political  power 
is    built   on    the   prostration   of  natural 
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right.  Standing  armies  would  be  the 
only  safeguard  to  national  existence 
when  the  naturally  democratic  and  anti- 
democratic elements  were  commingled  in 
the  same  nationality.  No  other  policy 
could  hold  in  subjection  the  hitherto 
democratic  element  in  the  South.  As 
war  would  be  its  policy  from  necessity, 
all  the  preparations  for  war  by  land  and 
water  would  be  commensurate  with  its 
last  stretch  of  ability.  Contemplate 
patrician  Kome  in  her  power,  and  her 
suppleness  in  the  application  of  power, 
and  you  have  a  feeble  picture  of  South- 
ern ability  in  war,  if  the  power  now  in 
the  ascendency  succeeds  in  throwing  off 
the  national  jurisdiction,  and  in  establish- 
ing a  cemented  slave-aristocracy.  This 
has  proved,  and  would  again  prove,  the 
strongest  political  and  military  power  on 
earth,  save  one,  and  that  power  is  democ- 
racy. It  is  even  sti'onger  than  a  democ- 
racy that  has  become  demoralized.  It 
has  strength,  and  endurance,  and  consoli- 
dated motive,  and  suppleness  in  the  ap- 
plication of  power,  that  are  competent  to 
overcome  all  antagonisms,  excepting  that 
democratic  element  which  is  appreciative 
of  its  rights,  and  determined  to  act  in 
unity  in  maintaining  them.  Let  the 
crumbling  dynasties  that  fell,  one  af- 
ter another,  before  jjatrician  Kome — let 
Southern  suppleness  in  the  application  of 
power  under  similar  impelling  influences, 
be  your  warning. 

Let  me  warn  my  countrymen  who 
love  free  government,  to  join  with  one 
accord  in  crushing  this  embryo  aristocracy 
of  the  South  before  its  power  shall  have 
become  cemented.  Let  me  admonish 
them  to  crush  it  with  the  hea\'y  hand  hc- 
fore  it  shall  have  subjugated  beyond  discn- 
thralment  the  free  labor  of  the  Southern 
country.  If  this  free-labor  element  of 
the  South  is  not  effectually  assisted  in 
the  re-establishment  of  its  political  rights. 
It  will  be  converted  into  a  permanent  an- 
tagonism of  free  government.  It  can  be 
placed  on  the  side  of  freedom  only  by 
being  made  free.  It  must  have  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  personal  security. 
If  it  cannot  have  sccui'ity  on  the  basis 
of  acknowledged  equality  in  political 
right,  then  it  must  of  necessity  seek  pro- 
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tection  under  a  cringing  and  pusillani- 
mous acquiescence   in   despostism.     We 
have  now  an  example  of  how  much,  and 
what  proportion   of  this  population  has 
been  turned  against  the  national  govern- 
ment by  the  arts  of  political  fraud  and 
hypocrisy,  by  coercion,  and  by  the  long- 
continued  efforts  of  slaveholders  to  de- 
bauch its  methods  of  thinking.     Imagine 
what  it  would  become   if  made  homo- 
geneous in   Southern  sentiment   by   the 
destruction    of  its  last  hope  of  freedom 
under   the   national    ensign.      It  would 
have  no  respect  for  a  government  or  peo- 
ple   that    could   not   give   it   protection 
ao-ainst  domestic  usurpation.     The  next 
generation  would  be  made   to  hate  the 
North,  and  the  Union  government,  if  we 
had  one.     I  admonish  my  countrymen  to 
beware  of  allowing  this  democratic  ele- 
ment of  the  South  to  be  turned  into  an 
anti-democratic   force.      If  our  govern- 
ment cannot  disenthrall,  and  bring  it  into 
the  ascendency,    and    confirm   it   in   its 
political  rights,  it  will  be  thrown  against 
us  and  against  our  free  institutions  with 
all  the  hatred  that  these   rival   systems 
can  engender.     I  do  not  speak  the  words 
of  idle  theory  on  this  subject.     I  merely 
reiterate  the  calculations  and  programme 
of  the  conspirators.     I  haAe  listened  to 
their  calculations  of  military  strength.     I 
have  listened  to  their  delineations  of  the 
plans  and  influences  which  they  believed 
could  be  brought  to  bear  in  making  them 
effective.     I  know  they  had   persuaded 
themselves  into  the  belief  that  the  non- 
slaveholding  population    of    the    South 
could   be   managed   into   an   element  of 
militaiy    strength,    not    only .  powerful 
enough  to  throw  off  the  national  jurisdic- 
tion, but,  if  necessaiy  in  the  future,  to 
subjugate  the  North.    We  shall  yet  learn, 
as  well  as  they,  whether   democracy  is 
strong  enough  in  its  cohesive  powers  to 
stand  against  the  machinations  and  com- 
pact force  of  this  Southern  aristocracy. 
When  we  despair  on  this  point,  we  may 
as  well  despair  of  maintaining  free  govern-- 
ment. 

Let  us  look  a  little  further,  my  friends,, 
to  the  probable  consequences  of  political 
separation,  should  it  once  commence.  We 
have  already  a  war  debt  that  would  be 
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formidable  for  a  part  of  the  states  to 
grapple  with.  That  debt  promises  to  be 
much  inci-eascd.  If  we  permit  the  South 
to  go,  what  motive  will  the  Pacific 
states  have  to  remain?  By  what  tenure 
will  we  be  certain  to  bind  them  to  the 
country  east  of  the  Rocky  mountains '? 
What  balance  of  motive  will  the  Northwest 
have  to  remain  with  the  east  in  case  the 
Mississippi  is  so  managed  at  its  mouth  as 
to  produce  optional  convenience  or  incon- 
venience upon'  those  above  ?  Of  course, 
the  South  would  repudiate  its  war  debt. 
It  would  not  commence  anew,  and  for 
the  first  time,  under  its  immense  load  of 
debt,  to  talk  about  the  maintenance  of  its 
public  fiiitli,  or  of  keeping  it  inviolate. 
There  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  political 
morality  among  the  leading  influences  in 
the  South,  sufficient  to  take  any  eificient 
step  to  sustain  its  public  credit.  By  re- 
pudiating the  Southern  war  debt,  the 
traitors  would  put  themselves  in  a  con- 
dition to  offer  terms  of  accommodation  to 
the  Northwestern  states,  that  would  ex- 
empt those  states  from  much  of  the  bur- 
dens of  taxation.  The  speculative  delu- 
sion of  free  trade  and  Mississippi  com- 
merce would  be  held  out  as  an  alluring 
bait,  in  connection  with  exemption  from 
taxation  to  pay  interest  on  the  Union 
war  debt.  We  need  not  suppose  that 
Southern  intrigue  would  stop  with  an 
ignominious  peace  on  our  part.  Any  one 
who  knows  the  studied  hypocrisy  and 
systematic  plans  of  deception,  long  since 
made  a  political  trade  by  Southern  trai- 
tors, will  be  able  to  appreciate  the  instru- 
mentality through  which  they  work. 
The  treason  of  the  South  has  already  ac- 
complished more  through  this  than  by 
the  actual  power  connected  with  positive 
disloyalty.  We  need  not  expect  that 
those  who  have  betrayed  their  govern- 
ment while  they  disguised  the  motives  to 
the  treachery,  will  abate  any  of  their 
efforts  to  sow  sedition  by  appeals  to  mer- 
cenary passions,  or  discontent  produced 
by  the  infliction  of  public  burden.  I  am 
as  full  a  believer  in  the  patriotism  of  my 
countrymen  as  most  men  ;  and  have  as 
much  abiding  faith  in  the  attachment  of 
my  countrymen  to  free  government  as  it 
is   safe  for  any  one  to  indulge  in ;  but 


let  me  assure  you  that  such  confidence  is 
based  upon  the  whole  considerations  that 
cluster  to  the  question  of  maintaining  fi'ee 
government.  There  must  be  national 
pride.  There  must  be  the  idea  of  stable 
government  and  political  security,  founded 
on  the  prestige  of  power  in  nationality. 
There  must  be  the  basis  and  prestige  for 
keeping  the  peace,  by  the  power  of  a 
name  and  rank  in  nationality,  without 
the  necessity  of  standing  armies.  If  we 
lose  these  under  the  demoralizing  process 
of  disintegration,  and  the  raising  up  of 
rival  powers  swayed  by  the  delusive 
reasonings  of  sectional  sedition,  the  whole 
basis  of  that  patriotism,  which  deserves 
the  name  of  patriotism,  will  be  under- 
mined. Alas !  for  the  time  when  the 
aspiration  for  a  great  nationality  shall 
have  been  destroyed. 

THE  WAR  DEBT  ENDUKABEE  IP  THE  UNION 
IS    SAVED. 

There  is  another  phase  of  these  ques- 
tions which  ought  to  be  kept  steadily  in 
the  public  mind.  It  is  true,  my  friends, 
that  we  are  rolling  up  an  immense  war 
debt ;  but  let  it  be  remembered  that  such 
debt  is  the  result  of  efforts  to  maintain 
free  government.  We  shall  have  the 
debt  whether  we  maintain  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  government  or  not.  We  can- 
not escape  it,  nor  can  we  escape  taxation 
to  meet  the  interest  or  redeem  the  prin- 
cipal, unless  we  go  into  repudiation  under 
the  disabling  process  created  by  disinte- 
gration. Suppose  it  reaches  the  amount 
of  the  public  debt  of  England ;  it  wiU 
still  be  endurable  and  easily  borne  if  we 
hold  our  country  together.  The  English 
debt  is  cared  for  by  the  population  of  the 
British  islands,  embracing  a  territory 
about  twice  as  large  as  New  York,  Avith 
a  population  of  some  thirty  millions.  The 
colonies  of  Great  Britain  contribute  noth- 
ing. They  are  a  large  expense  on  the 
JBritish  exchequer.  Tlie  home  country — 
England,  Ireland,,and  Scotland — is  listing 
off  the  exuberance  of  its  crovAcled  popula- 
tion. It  has  not  home  territory  upon 
which  to  increase  its  population  and  ex- 
pand its  home  resources.  Our  condition 
is  entirely    different.      We  stretch   from 
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ocean  on  the  east  to  ocean  on  the  west — 
from  the  St.  Lawrence  on  the  north,  to 
the  Eio  Grande  on  the  south.  We  have 
the  best  agricultural  country  in  the  world 
— more  good  land  than  in  all  Europe. 
AYe  have  the  j;roat  backbone  of  the  mining 
wealth  of  North  America — the  precious 
metals  in  abundance.  We  have  every 
facility  within  ourselves  for  agriculture, 
commeice,  mining,  and  manufactures,  on 
the  broadest  and  most  extended  scale. 
Look  to  the  prospective  population, 
wealth,  and  resources  of  this  great  home 
country  that  lie  in  the  almost  immedi- 
ate future.  If  we  maintain  our  national 
jurisdiction,  and  with  it  attractive  free 
government,  what  a  platform  for  popula- 
tion, and  wealth,  and  enterprise,  and 
accumulating  resources,  to  exert  them- 
selves upon !  But  a  few  years  in  the 
annals  of  nationality,  and  we  have  one — 
two — three  hundred  millions  of  human 
beings  to  take  care  of  this  debt — this 
price  of  free  government.  Think  you 
that  this  posterity  will  not  appreciate 
the  efforts  of  their  fathers  to  transmit  to 
them  free  government  ?  This  future 
mass  of  men,  'women,  and  children,  would 
care  nothing  for  the  trifle  of  such  a  pub- 
lic debt  as  we  may  make,  if  the  national 
unity  and  free  institutions  go  along  with 
it.  Do  not,  my  friends,  balk  and  stall  in 
your  efforts,  at  the  idea  of  an  insurmount- 
able public  debt.  Do  right  to  your  prin- 
ciples. Do  right  to  your  children.  Do 
right  to  your  posterity.  Do  right  to  the 
hopes  of  the  liberalists  all  over  the  world 
in  maintaining  free  government,  and  all 
will  be  well.  Be  not  discouraged.  Again 
I  say,  do  your  duty,  and  you  are  on 
safe  ground.  You  need  not  be  dis- 
cou rased. 


THE    COUNXaX    WITHOUT    THE     TRAITORS. 

I  trust,  my  friends,  that  when  we  rise 
to  the  appreciation  of  the  great  question, 
we  shall  all  become  free  from  discourage- 
ments— that  is,  all  but  the  rebel  portion 
of  our  countrymen.  But  those  atrocious 
infidels  to  free  government,  who  have  con- 
spired against  the  political  rights  of  the 
masses,  in  the  South — who  have  conspired 
against  the  national  jurisdiction — conspir- 


ed against  the  democratic  principle,  be- 
cause it  was  "  incompatible"  with  the  pro- 
cess of  holding  men,  women,  and  cliildren, 
in  bondage — what  shall  we  say  to  them? 
AVcre  it  left  to  me  to  make  the  exhortation 
and  mandate,  it  would  be  a  very  short  one : 
"What  are  you,  rebels!  traitors!  and 
conspirators  against  free  government!  that 
you  should  be  regarded  but  witli  execra- 
tion ?  You,  who  have  deliberately  con- 
cocted this  foul  treason — made  war  upon 
free  principles,  and  made  yourselves  re- 
sponsible for  the  wholesale  murder  of 
your  countrymen,  and  all  the  distress  and 
misery  inflicted  by  war — what  are  you, 
in  your  present  attitude,  but  a  political 
nuisance  that  must  be  abated?  You, 
who  have  contemned  and  di-rcgarded  the 
interests  and  well-being  of  the  twenty- 
seven  millions  of  your  white  countrymen 
who  were  pursuing  the  arts  of  peace,  and 
obtaining  a  livelihood  by  their  own  indus- 
try—  you,  who  have  sought  to  place 
human  slavery  in  the  political  foreground, 
and  freedom,  and  the  rights  of  free  men, 
in  the  background !  There  is  nothing 
atrocious  that  you  have  not  done,  or  at- 
tempted to  do.  Your  mischief  has  only 
been  limited  by  your  capacity  to  commit 
it.  You  have  become  an  intolerable  ele- 
ment of  national  weakness.  You  have 
forfeited,  by  treason  and  the  murder  of 
your  countrj^men,  all  right  of  protection 
to  person  and  property.  You  have  now 
no  right  but  to  make  the  appeal  to  your 
injured  country  for  grace  and  amnesty. 
You  are  a  small  portion  of  that  great 
population  that  cannot  afford  to  be  put 
to  permanent  inconvenience  or  calamity 
on  your  account.  Therefore,  as  you  can- 
not consent  to  live  under  democratic  gov- 
ernment, because  it  is  'incompatible' 
with  your  policy,  depart,  and  find  a  gov- 
ernment to  your  taste.  IVIake  haste  in 
leaving  the  country,  while  you  may,  for 
the  unionists  of  the  South  whom  you  have 
maltreated,  and  whose  friends  and  rela- 
tives you  have  murdei'ed  in  order  to  stifle 
the  voice  of  patriotism,  will  be  very  apt 
to  bring  you  to  a  fearful  reckoning.  But 
there  is  one  thing,  traitors  and  rebels! 
that  you  will  not  be  permitted  to  do.  No 
part  or  portion  of  this  vast  domain  of 
freedom,  lying  between  the  Atlantic  and 
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Pacific  oceans,  and  between  -Mexico  and 
Canada,  can  you  take  from  tlie  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  national  government." 

BE   NOT   DISCOURAGED. 

I  stand  here,  my  friends,  as  one  of  the 
representatives  of  the  unionists  of  the  far 
South,  to  tell  you,  that  you  need  not  be 
discouraged.  For  years  I  have  been 
placed  in  contact  with  the  dishonorable 
and  dishonoring  motives  of  treason.  For 
years  I  have  seen  exhibited  its  calcula- 
tions of  resources,  and  its  delusive  ideas 
of  success,  based,  for  the  most  part,  upon 
the  supposed  pusillanimity  of  the  IS^^orth. 
It  is  now  some  years  since  my  voice  was 
silenced  on  political  matters  in  the  South  ; 
but  while  I  have  been  restrained  and 
watched,  I  have  been  quite  as  watchful 
of  the  plans  of  treason.  AVhile  the  trai- 
tors of  tlie  South  have  calculated  upon 
and  arranged  their  means  of  supposed 
success  in  throwing  otf  the  national  juris- 
diction, I  have  contemplated  the  compara- 
tive resources  and  motives  of  my  coun- 
trymen in  sustaining  it.  I  have  embraced 
in  my  calculations  the  democratic  ele- 
ment of  the  South,  knowing  that,  in  a 
little  time  under  conflict,  it  must  be  brought 
into  political  afhliation  with  the  North. 
I  have  known  that  this  political  element 
in  the  South,  Avhose  rights  have  been  con- 
spired against,  could  not  always  be  deceiv^- 
cd.  I  have  assured  myself  that  calamity 
would  lift  the  veil  of  this  Southern  Moha- 
nah,  and  disclose  the  hideous  deformity 
that  lay  beneath.  I  have  assured  myself 
that  our  free  countrymen  of  the  North 
would  be  made  to  realize  the  hypocrisy  and 
false  pretences  of  treason,  and  to  appreciate 
the  full  meaning  of  the  great  conspiracy. 
Our  non-slaveliolding  masses  in  the  South 
are  gradually  getting  to  understand  the 
question  better.  The  information  in  the 
the  North  with  regard  to  the  secret  mo- 
tives of  the  traitors,  is  now  being  rapidly 
improved.  It  is  the  business  of  the  Union 
men  from  the  far  South,  coming  from 
the  very  heart  of  this  rebellion,  to  stamp 
the  motives  of  the  treason  upon  the  future 
history  of  this  war.  Many  Southern  voices, 
hitherto  silent,  are  now  engaged  in  the 
work  of  bringing  the  twenty-seven  mil- 


lions of  free  labor,  North  and  South,  into 
political  alTdiation.  Be  not  discouraged, 
my  friends,  for  you  may  rest  assured  that 
this  democratic  force,  will,  in  a  little 
time,  be  brought  into  substantial  unity. 

Let  us  glance  at  the  different  states, 
and  make  a  hasty  comparison  of  the  sec- 
tions from  which  our  government,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  traitors,  on  the  other, 
can  now  draw  their  sustaining  forces. 
Look  at  Missouri :  with  her  twelve  hun- 
dred thousand  population,  or  eleven  hun- 
dred thousand,  exclusive  of  negroes,  one 
million,  at  least,  is  on  the  side  of  the 
Union.  The  rebels  in  that  state  are  sub- 
stantially subdued,  and  the  unioni^ts  lend- 
ing their  aid  beyond  the  borders  of  the 
state.     My  friends,  be  not  discouraged. 

Look  at  Northern  Arkansas  :  we  find, 
in  a  large  portion  of  that  state,  a  Union 
population.  We  have  the  positive  assur- 
ance that  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
of  that  state  will  embrace  with  alacrity 
the  Union  government,  as  soon  as  the  as- 
surance of  protection  can  be  given.  Be 
not  discouraged. 

Let  us  go  from  Arkansas  to  Kentucky. 
She  had  her  traitors,  and  many  of  them, 
leagued  with  the  traitors  farther  South, 
who  had  matured  the  plan  for  juggling 
the  state  out  of  the  Union.  Her  demo- 
cratic element,  composed  chiefly  of  the 
non-slaveholding  masses,  has  proved  an 
overmatch  for  treason.  Though  ravaged 
by  war  and  distressed  by  domestic  treach- 
ery, she  has  maintained  her  position  in 
the  Union.  Some  thirty  thousand  of  her 
citizens  have  gone  to  the  battle  in  sup- 
port of  the  national  ensign.  Kentucky  is 
substantially  on  the  side  of  the  govern- 
ment of  our  fathers.    Be  not  discouraged. 

Let  us,  my  friends,  take  a  look  at  Ten- 
nessee. I  have  sojourned  in  that  state, 
and  am  somewhat  acquainted  Avith  the 
character  of  its  population.  In  the  east, 
it  is  similar  to  the  population  of  Vermont 
and  New  Hampshire,  as  the  populations 
of  those  states  were  some  forty  years  ago. 
It  is  an  independent,  liberty-loving  popu- 
lation, and  no  amount  of  suffering  and 
calamity  can  drive  out  the  loyalty  that  is 
ingrained  in  its  political  principles.  In 
middle  and  western  Tennessee  there  is 
n-ore  disloyalty,  but  still ,  a  general  abid- 
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ing  faith  in  free  government.  Treason 
and  loyalty  are  on  the  extremes  in  this 
state.  Andrew  Johnson,  a  rej)resentative 
man  of  tlie  principles  of  true  democracy, 
and  the  friend  of  free  labor,  is  provisional 
governor.  Things  have  so  changed,  that 
the  rebel  governor  "  knows  not  where  to 
lay  his  head."     Be  not  discouraged. 

"  But  Western  Virginia — there  is  the 
rub  !  Only  sixty  thousand  slaves  to  four 
hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand  whites," 
says  My.  Garnett.  I  am  almost  disposed 
to  read  an  extract  contained  in  a  letter 
written  by  a  gentleman  from  the  South. 
Perhaps  its  facetiousness  may  relieve 
the  dulness  of  my  remarks.  The  writer 
says: 

*'  Look  at  Virginia,  the  mother  of 
states  and  presidents,  and  chiefest  among 
dupes.  In  the  spasmodic  etforts  of  her 
traitors  to  take  her  out  of  the  Union, 
they  merely  got  her  head  and  shoulders 
out — her  nose  into  the  Dismal  swamp — 
her  hips  and  limbs  lying  over  the  moun- 
tains, refusing  to  be  dragged  out — Oluo 
and  Pennsylvania  holding  her,  each  by  a 
firm  grip  on  the  roots  of  her  tail  at  the 
Pan-handle.  There  she  lies  in  travail, 
in  all  the  glory  of  being  crawled  over  and 
ravaged  by  contending  armies,  while  a 
new  state  is  being  born  of  her.  Her 
Washingtons  and  Jeifersons,  her  IMadi- 
sons  and  Plenrys,  have  departed,  while 
her  Lees  and  her  Masons  have  become 
degenerate." 

Verily,  my  friends,  this  is  a  terrible 
rub  ;  and  perhaps  something  more  of  a  rub 
than  Mv.  Gai'nett  anticipated.  Be  not 
discouraged. 

Let  us  pass  the  puerilities  of  treason 
in  Maryland  and  loyal  Delaware.  Look- 
ing at  North  Carolina,  we  have  the  assu- 
rance that  a  large  portion  of  the  people 
of  that  state,  the  great  bulk  of  them, 
however  much  coerced  and  cajoled,  have 
never  become  politically  vitiated.  The 
seeds  of  loyalty  are  still  remaining,  and 
only  awaiting  the  opportunity  to  spring 
into  vigorous  gi-owth.  The  same  is  true 
of  a  small  portion  of  South  Carolina,  a 
considerable  portion  of  Georgia,  and  a 
large  section  of  Northern  Alabama.  In 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  there  is  a 
strong  undercurrent  of  loyalty,  composed 


of  the  democratic  element,  that  will  yet, 
when  assisted,  .show  its  ability  to  main- 
tain its  rights.  The  same  is  ti-ue  of  Flor- 
ida, and  let  me  repeat,  that  in  all  these 
states  there  is  a  democratic  element  that 
is  destined  to  go  into  complete  atliliation 
with  the  free  North.  Be  not  discouraged. 
I  come  now  to  speak  of  Texas — of 
that  empire  of  territory,  blessed  with  the 
most  salubrious  climate,  and  possessing 
natural  advantages  in  pre-eminent  de- 
gree. This  state  was  to  have  been  made 
the  priceless  jewel  in  the  diadem  of  the 
Southern  monarchy.  Texas,  with  its  di- 
versified agricultural  capacity  ;  its  flocks 
and  its  herds,  its  pasturage  and  its  cereals, 
was  contemplated  as  the  gi-eat  militaiy 
parade  ground  for  the  conquest  of  Mex- 
ico, of  Central  America,  of  New  Mexico 
and  Arizona.  This  state  was  to  have 
been  the  great  plateau  for  sustaining  the 
future  armies  of  the  consolidated  Southern 
empire.  It  was  even  contemplated  that 
Texas  would  become,  ere  long,  the  seat  of 
power  in  this  imaginary  Empire  of  the 
South.  It  required  extra  raanrouvring 
to  take  this  state  out  of  the  Union.  With 
a  heterogeneous  population  from  the  dif- 
ferent states  and  from  Europe,  the  people 
were  slow  to  discover  the  advantages  of 
treason  and  disloyalty.  The  great  bulk 
of  the  people  of  this  state  were  never  dis- 
loyal to  the  Union.  It  required  the  ruf- 
fian emissaries  of  treason  from  the  other 
states,  in  coalition  with  the  tialtors  of 
Texas,  to  take  the  state  out  of  the  Union 
by  even  a  fictitious  formula ;  but  which 
was  never  endorsed  by  the  popular  senti- 
ment or  popular  judgment.  I  have  not 
time  to  describe  to  you,  nor  you  to  hear, 
the  delineation  of  fraud,  chicanery,  and 
imposition,  that  Avere  practi^ed  to  delude, 
or  the  mobbing  and  miiidering  of  Union 
men  by  the  rulRan  coercionists.  Were  a 
history  of  these  atrocities  Avritten,  it 
would  be  an  epitome  of  liumAn  depravity. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  revolu- 
tionists, as  in  all  cases  over  the  South, 
had  exclusive  possession  of  the  arms. 
They  had  armed  organizations,  and 
through  them  had  secured,  not  only  the 
aims,  but  the  ammunition  and  everything 
appertaining  to  the  employment  of  mili- 
tary force.     The  unionists  Avere  unarmed 
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and  (lefencele?s.  It  is  still,  however,  my 
pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  the  rebellion 
of  Texas  was  upon  the  surface  of  the 
public  sentiment,  not  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  It  was  the  forced  phase  of  po- 
litical rufRanisra.  With  most  of  the  peo- 
ple, the  seeming  apostacy  was  but  an  un- 
willing acquiescence,  in  order  to  obtain 
personal  security.  When  the  Union  ar- 
my goes  to  Texas,  it  will  find  a  friend's 
country.  This  is  my  prophecy,  for  I 
know  that  people,  and  their  attachment  to 
free  government,  too  well  to  be  mistaken. 
Be  not  discouraged. 

But,  again — if  a  lingering  remnant  of 
despondency  should  still  cloud  the  imagi- 
nations of  any  portion  of  my  fellow-citi- 
zens, let  me  attempt  to  dispel  it  by  the 
presentation  of  an  additional  phase  of 
circumstances  hitherto  and  now  existing. 
The  attempted  revolution,  thus  far,  has 
been  carried  on  by  a  population  in  the 
aggregate  of  less  than  three  and  one  half 
millions  of  people  who  were  positively 
disloyal.  This  would  include  every 
human  being,  man,  woman,  and  child, 
who  have  sympathized  in  tlie  rebellion, 
and  is  more  than  double  the  number  who 
have  sympathized  in  the  secret  motives 
of  the  treason.  The  loss  of  life  has  been 
nearly  equal  on  each  side.  If,  then,  my 
friends,  tlie  hearthstones  of  the  North 
have  been  visited  by  mourning  for  pa- 
triots stricken  down  in  the  defence  of 
free  government,  what  must  affliction,  by 
comparison,  have  been  in  the  South  ? 
In  what  frightful  proportion  must  the 
Angel  of  Death  have  "  cast  the  shadow 
of  his  wing"  over  the  abodes  of  treason  ? 
We  now  know  that  nearly  every  habita- 
tion of  the  slaveholder  exhibits  the  ha- 
biliments of  mourning  for  husbands, 
brothers,  blood,  and  kindred,  sacrificed  in 
this  delusive  project  to  overthrow  free 
government.  We  now  know  the  extent 
to  which  Southern  disloyalty  has  suffered. 
We  now  know  that  it  has  passed  the 
point  where  rational  conjecture  of  suc- 
cess stops,  and  despair  becomes  the  ele- 
ment that  lends  vigor  to  the  hopeless 
contest.  It  matters  not  as  to  the  deter- 
mination or  mercenary  ambition  of  slave- 
holders ;  their  assumed  superiority,  their 
bravado  or  bravery.     They  are  met  by 


equals  in  all  the  essentials  of  effective 
war.  They  are  now  outnumbered  in  the 
field,  and  will  continue  to  be — two — 
thi-ee — four  to  one.  They  are  nearly  ex- 
hausted in  resources,  and  cannot  much 
longer,  if  vigorously  pushed,  sustain  the 
necessary  draft  under  such  discourage- 
ments. We  are  noAv  twenty-four  or  five 
millions  against  three  or  four  millions. 
The  rebellion  is  to-day  existing  by  the 
forbearance  of  the  national  arms  under 
some  mistaken  policy  that  must  ere  long 
correct  itself.  When  the  imperative 
word  goes  forth  to  the  political  generals 
of  our  armies,  "  move,  or  be  removed," 
this  rebellion  will  be  closed  out  in  less 
than  ninety  days.  Be  patient,  my  friends, 
but  be  not  discouraged. 

Again — hearken  to  the  sounds  and  clang 
of  the  hammer  in  our  arsenals,  our  navy 
and  dock  yards.  Witness  the  preparation 
as  keel  after  keel  of  the  "  iron-clads" 
slips  from  its  ways  into  the  water.  But 
a  little  time,  further  is  necessary  before 
the  government  will  be  in  a  condition  to 
lay  the  heavy  hand,  by  land  and  by 
water,  upon  this  half-exhausted  rebellion. 
If  the  signs  of  the  times  are  not  deceptive, 
then,  indeed,  is  the  yawning  abyss  being 
opened  through  which  this  atrocious 
conspiracy  will  sink  into  the  gulf  of  polit- 
ical perdition.  Let  me  say  to  you,  ray 
friends,  with  emphasis,  dismi.'^s  your  idle 
fears  for  the  safety  of  free  government, 
for  no  one  need  be  discouraged. 

UKITY  THE  SAFEGUARD  AGAINST  INTER- 
VENTION. 

There  is  another  aspect  of  our  national 
difficulties  to  which  I  wish  to  allude. 
Much  apprehension  has  been  entertained, 
and  much  speculation  indulged  in,  as  to 
the  probability  of  an  armed  intervention 
in  favor  of  the  South.  Many  of  our 
countrymen  have  indulged  in  fears,  know- 
ing that  the  despotisms  of  Europe  sympa- 
thized in  the  project  of  overthrowing  free 
government  in  the  South.  While  the 
privileged  classes  in  Europe  have  appre- 
ciated the  causes  of  our  difficulty,  and 
have  affected  to  deplore  the  existence  of 
slavery,  and  to  treat  it  as  worthy  of  con- 
demnation only,  they  have  exhibited   the 
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most  marked  inconsistency.  "With  the 
knowledge  that  slavery  had  raised  itself 
up  as  the  antajronism  of  philosophic 
democracy,  they  have  reviled  the  North, 
and  the  elFoi-ts  of  the  Union  government 
put  forth  to  sustain  the  national  jurisdic- 
tion. Tlie  solution  of  this  inconsistency 
is  found  in  one  hypothesis  only.  Tliey 
dislike  slaveiT  much,  but  they  hate  free 
government,  and  more  especially  our  ex- 
ample of  free  government,  more.  Tliis  is 
the  solution  of  l^ritish  and  European 
aversion  to  the  North,  as  expressed  to 
me  by  a  veiy  intelligent  ex-member  of 
the  House  of  Commons  a  few  days  since. 
I  admonish  my  countrymen,  every- 
where, to  bear  steadily  in  mind  this  basis 
of  hostility  to  the  Union  cause.  From 
the  beginning,  we  have  had  little  effective 
influence  through  our  diplomatic  corps  in 
western  Europe.  It  seemed  almost  cer- 
tain, at  one  time,  tliat  we  must  be  brought 
to  stand  upon  the  law  of  force.  The 
voice  of  the  Monitor  in  Hampton  Roads 
was  the  first  diplomat  that  was  listened  to 
by  England  or  by  English  political  influ- 
ences. I  allude  to  these  matters,  my 
friends,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  on  your 
minds  the  necessity  of  standing,  as  a  solid 
compact  unit,  against  all  antagonisms  of 
free  government,  whether  found  in  Amer- 
ica or  Europe.  I -need  not  tell  you,  that 
our  government  at  Washington  has  been 
obliged  to  look  in  more  than  one  direc- 
tion, in  its  preparations  for  war.  The 
cause  of  free  government  has  been  beset 
and  surrounded  by  difficulties.  These 
difficulties  still  exist,  and  matters  are  lia- 
ble to  verge  at  any  time,  to  that  phase  of 
complication  that  will  demand  the  utmost 
fortitude  and  unity  of  the  great  demo- 
cratic family  of  these  states.  Let  me  ad- 
monish you,  to  bear  these  matters  steadily 
in  mind;  and,  above  all,  let  me  admonish 
you  not  to  allow  your  firm  course  of  duty  to 
the  great  cause  to  be  interrupted  for  a 
moment,  or  turned  aside  by  the  puerilities 
of  partyism  or  party  ferment.  Whatever 
other  incidents  there  may  be  in  partyism, 
we  must  have  one  party,  undivided  in 
sentiment,  firm  in  its  determination,  steady 
through  all  peril ;  and  that  party  must 
be  composed  of  the  twenty-seven  millions 
of  the  free  white  people  of  this  Union, 


who  are  interested  in  maintaining  free 
democratic  government.  This  is  the  only 
party  to  which  I  now  belong,  and  it  will 
be  my  steady  purpose  to  assist,  as  much 
as  in  me  lies,  to  bring  this  great  party — 
this  natural  brotherhood  of  freedom — into 
effective  unity.  If  we  succeed  in  this,  we 
need  not  fear  intervention.  If  we  suc- 
ceed in  this,  we  may  say  to  the  meddle- 
some influences  of  France  :  '"'  What !  you 
presume  to  interfere  in  our  matters — you, 
who  have  so  often  failed,  in  the  last  cen- 
tury, to  make  a  permanent  political  ar- 
rangement of  power  in  your  own  country 
— what  presumption  to  interfere  with  us. 
Look  to  your  own  antagonisms — antag- 
onisms that  have  nine  times  culminated 
in  convulsion  since  free  government  was 
established  in  these  states."  With  unity 
of  the  democratic  element,  we  may  say  to 
the  politically  vitiated  influences  of  Eng- 
land :  "Take  care  of  yourselves;  we 
need  not  your  advice  on  the  question  of 
arranging  the  political  power  of  these 
states  :  we  know  the  beneficence  of  prac- 
tical democratic  government :  if  it  dis- 
pleases you,  because  we  make  as  much 
progress  under  our  system  of  encourage- 
ment in  twenty  years,  as  you  do,  under 
the  dead  weight  of  the  House  of  Lords,  in 
a  hundred,  look  to  the  correction  needed 
at  home.  Look  to  the  seeds  of  your  own 
political  discontent,  that  lie  planted  on 
the  domain  now  in  dispute  between  nat- 
ural right  and  governmental  wrong. 
The  stability  of  your  system  depends  or» 
the  celerity  with  which  you  shall  have 
increased  justice  in  the  relationships  of 
society.  Look  to  your  own  concerns,  and 
be  your  own  missionary." 

My  countiymen,  if  we  do  our  duty, 
we  need  not  fear  the  influences  or 
strength  of  the  rebellion ;  nor  need  we 
fear  or  quail  before  those  influences  in 
alliance  with  Eui'opean  powers.  If  that 
duty  is  performed,  we  shall  have  none 
other  than  free  institutions  in  these  states, 
and  those  institutions  will  descend,  con- 
firmed and  strengthened,  to  our  children. 
These  free  institutions  are  the  great  birth- 
right of  our  present  tens  of  millions,  and 
the  future  hundreds  of  millions  who  are 
to  inhabit  the  great  domain  of  freedom. 
I  have  never  yet  been  nervous  over  the 
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question  as  to  whether  we  should  main- 
tain our  Union,  and  free  government 
throughout  that  Union.  This  is  the  only 
condition  upon  which  we  can  have  peace 
and  political  quietude,  and  our  people 
must  know  it.     While  we  have  been  and 


are  beset  by  antagonisms  at  home,  and 
threatened  by  antagonisms  from  abroad, 
I  have  an  abiding  faith  that  our  country- 
men will  rise  to  the  magnitude  of  the 
great  question,  and  give  it  their  united 
and  triumphant  support. 


THE   CRISIS. 


AN    ECONOMIC     VIEW    OF    THE     PRESENT     CONTEST, 

(From  the  American  Railroad  Jounial,  October  25,  1562.) 
Br  S.  DEVTITT  BLOODGOOD,  Xew  Yoke. 


Under  the  surface  of  all  national  glory,  i 
under  all  the  glare  of  governments,  and  all  j 
the  patriotic  devotion  of  loyal  citizens  to 
their  country,  there  is  at  the  bottom  a  com- 
mon sense  principle  on  which  even  the  no- 
blest sentiments  and  the  very  obligations  of  i 
duty  rest.  In  other  words,  however  great 
or  honorable  may  be  the  character  and  con- 
duct of  any  people,  it  will  be  found  that 
whatever  is  admirable  has  arisen  from  and 
out  of  their  material  stability,  the  constant 
development  of  their  resources,  the  exten- 
sion of  their  enterprise,  their  uninterrupted 
progress,  and  their  security  "  in  life,  lib- 
erty, and  the  pursuit  of  hajipiness."'  Take 
these  away  from  any  nation,  and  it  retro- 
grades at  once  into  anarchy,  yields  to  the 
chain  of  despotism,  or  sinks  into  the  grave 
of  oblivion. 

All  the  renown  we  have  gained  up  to  this 
period,  has  been  accompanied  by  a  solid 
and  accumulating  success,  the  result  of  our 
enterprise  and  industry,  of  our  natural  re- 
sources developed,  of  our  genius  for  appre- 
ciating them,  and  a  government  strong 
enough  for  their  protection. 

This  miracle  of  a  fabric,  the  inspired  work 
of  our  fathers,  unhappily  for  them  and  for 
us,  ceased  to  be  what  it  was  in  the  eyes  of 
our  unbelieving  brethren  of  the  South. 
They  have  therefore  sinned  against  light 
and  knowledge,  they  have  drawn  the  sword 
of  treason  against  their  country,  and  with 
parricidal  fury  point  it  at  the  hearts  of  their 
kinsmen  and  brothers. 

The  gravest  of  all  questions  has  arisen  in 
consequence,  and  we  are  called  in  self-de- 
fence to  consider  what  course  is  left  to  the 
North  to  pursue,  the  most  just,  the  best  for 
the  present,  and  for  all  time  to  come.  Shall 
we  recognize  the  right  of  secession,  shall  we 
permit  another  government  to  place  itself 
side  by  side  with  our  own,  on  the  streams 
and  rivers  and  bays  which  head  in  and 
emerge  from  our  own  territory — to  receive 
all  they  float  to  the  sea,  and  endeavor  by 
peaceful  submission  to  a  new  and  opposing 
policy,  to  smooth  down  all  the  diflerences 
and  asperities  about  to  arise  from  new 
boundaries,  new  associations,  new  interests, 
and  new  intentions  ? 

This  is  evidently  the  wish  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  very  good  people  even  in  the  North, 
who  are  naturally  averse  from  war  and 
bloodshed,  who  deplore  the  waste  of  money 
and  the  loss  of  life,  who  think  ho  human 
struggle  worth  such  an  outlay,   and,  with 


perhaps  an  interested  feeling,  are  fearful 
that  their  hard-earned  or  easily-gained 
wealth,  as  the  case  may  be,  is  about  to  dis- 
appear before  the  unappeasable  demands  of 
Avar  and  taxation. 

Nevertheless,  we  hold  that  this  view  of 
the  subject  is  wholly  unsound  and  inadmis- 
sible, if,  for  the  sake  of  the  personal  com- 
fort of  such  individuals,  we  abandon  our 
present  position,  beyond  all  question,  we 
shall  entail  on  our  posterity,  of  whom  mil- 
lions are  to  follow  us,  whole  centuries  of 
misery  and  misfortune.  We  might  have  a 
temporary  lull  of  present  calamity,  by  an 
armistice,  a  convention,  and  a  separation; 
but  whirlwinds,  hurricanes,  and  tornadoes, 
would  follow,  with  more  than  tropical  fury, 
for  ages  to  come,  and  wreck  us  on  a  shore 
from  which  there  would  be  no  escape. 

United  we  stand,  divided  u-efall. 

This  is  one  of  the  wise  sayings  of  the  past, 
never  truer  than  at  this  moment,  and  it  is  to 
its  consideration,  we  earnestly  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  our  readers,  and,  passing  by 
all  the  usual  arguments  of  the  forum  or  the 
stump,  we  now  appeal  to  their  material  in- 
terests and  their  good  sense  alone. 

Let  us  never  forgot  that  all  our  greatness 
has  been  derived  from  the  protecting  power 
of  the  Republic.  Its  unity  of  constitution 
and  of  law  has  made  the  people  of  this 
country  until  now  a  band  of  brothers,  and 
the  obstacles  to  our  progress  have  been 
comparatively  nothing :  nothing  in  the  char- 
acter of  our  institutions  has  ever  retarded  it 
for  a  moment.  Thus  all  our  public  works 
have  had  a  noble  national  character.  Our 
Erie  canal,  though  purely  a  state  work, 
opened  a  pathway  to  remote  states,  and  ac- 
tually benefited  them  as  much,  if  not  more, 
than  ourselves.  It  depressed  the  price  of 
land  East,  and  raised.it  at  the  "West:  it  les- 
sened the  value  of  grain  here,  it  enhanced  it 
there,  yet  its  construction  increased  the 
comfort",  the  wealth,  and  the  happiness  of 
millions,  and  these,  in  a  reciprocity  guided 
by  interest,  have  crowded  our  marts,  and 
have  given  us  a  full  share  of  their  general 
prosperity.  So  of  our  railways  :  these  have 
been  stretching  themselves  along  mile  after 
mile,  until  all" the  states,  north,  south,  east, 
and  west,  were  connected  by  apparently  in- 
dissoluble ties.  The  pulse  of  business  beat 
regularly  through  the  body  politic,  alike 
through  all  its  veins,  and  the  current  of  life 
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and  activity  was  fall,  healthy,  and  strong. 
So  iu  the  navigation  of  our  rivers  and  lakes. 
The  steamers  built  in  New  York  plied  on 
Southern  waters  as  if  in  their  "  native  ele- 
ment." The  merchant  was  one  day  at  his 
counting-house  in  the  city,  the  next  day 
transacting  peaceably  his  business  at  St. 
Louis,  and  two  days  afterwards  at  New 
Oi-leans.  In  every  form,  in  all  varieties  of 
action  and  business  relations,  we  were  ho- 
mogeneous, friendly,  and  prosperous.  All 
the  states  had  one  grand  and  powerful  rep- 
resentative, and  an  J5gis  that  protected  all. 

Ours  was  a  national  government,  with 
strength  and  authority  enough,  not  only  to 
decide  all  domestic  diiferences  before  a 
common  and  a  venerated  tribunal,  but  to 
shield  the  humblest  citizen,  native  or  adopt- 
ed, in  every  part  of  the  world. 

But  let  us  imagine  for  a  moment  what  is 
to  become  of  us  and  ours,  if  the  Union  is  to 
be  severed,  and  what  is  to  be  the  end  of 
even  a  peaceable  separation. 

In  the  iirst  place,  all  further  security  in 
our  future  political  engagements  and  con- 
tracts is  gone  forever.  If  the  solemn  agree- 
ment of  the  people  to  remain  forever  in 
"  perpetual  union"'  (for  this  was  the  com- 
pact), can  now  l)e  broken  with  impmiity, 
what  in  this  world  can  we  ever  trust  again  ? 
If  the  present  faultless  Constitution  of  the 
country,  once  at  least  the  palladium  of  our 
liberties,  and  which,  like  its  ancient  proto- 
type, appeared  to  have  descended  to  us 
from  heaven,  shall  be  destroyed  by  those 
who  once  professed  for  it  the  greatest  love, 
what  other  mortal  form  of  M^ords  can  be 
substituted  with  the  hope  of  success  and  per- 
manence? Who  of  us  can  ever  trust  to  any 
compact  again  ;  who  will  have  faith  in  any 
other  that  man  can  devise  1  No.  The  day 
that  marks  its  destruction  by  separation  of 
the  Union  will  be  the  darkest  of  days ;  it 
will  be  followed  by  a  long,  dreary  night,  on 
which  no  cheering  ray  will  ever  break  again. 

But,  besides  destroying  all  future  confi- 
dence in  political  constitutions,  it  will  leave 
the  states  in  the  most  unprotected  and  hope- 
less condition.  Internal  differences,  which 
can  not  possibly  exist  under  the  Constitution 
as  it  is,  will  rise  up  in  endless  forms  when 
we  have  none.  The  weaker  states  now  po- 
litically as  strong  as  the  strongest,  will  have 
to  seek  alliance  and  protection  from  their 
nearest  and  more  powerful  neighbors.  These, 
if  human  experience  is  a  guide  and  history 
not  a  lie,  will  not  give  the  required  protec- 
tion without  some  equivalent  for  the  ser- 
vice, which  will  bo  a  state  of  vassalage  at 
once.  The  question  of  boundaries  will  be  a 
source  of  perpetual  wi*angling,  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  western  rivers  which  pass  through 
many  territories  and  empty  into  the  Gulf, 


those  which  deboucheinto  the  Atlantic  or  the 
lakes,  will  be  interrupted  by  local  duties, 
as  on  the  Elbe  and  the  Rhine,  for  each  party 
will  seek  to  diminish  its  own  taxation  by 
laying  it  on  others.  Long  lines  of  connect- 
ing railways  will  become  an  impossibility 
without  tribute  of  tolls,  or  payments  for 
right  of  way,  and  for  the  same  reason.  The 
tariffs  on  imports  will  be  as  numerous  as 
the  states  that  are  in  want  of  money.  The 
currencies  and  coins  of  these  will  also  be 
different,  and  as  unstable  as  the  legislation 
which  creates  them,  for  this  will  always  be 
for  local  advantage,  and  of  course  always 
selfish.  Travel  from  one  part  of  the  country 
to  the  other  will  be  embarrassing,  restricted 
by  passports  perhaps,  and  at  every  few  miles 
in  advance  it  will  be  through  sections  po- 
litically unfriendly.  Confidence  in  com- 
mercial transactions  will  depart,  for  want 
of  agreement  in  interest,  from  uncertainty 
in  collections,  and  the  costly  necessity  of 
appealing  to  foreign  tribunals  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts,  for  such  the  courts  of  the 
states  would  then  practically  be.  In  short, 
a  perfect  chaos  would  be  produced  out  of 
tliese  fragments  of  our  ruined  republic. 

Nor  would  industry,  nor  even  capital,  be 
protected  in  this  condition  of  things.  Every 
state,  and  every  association  of  states,  would 
be  compelled  for  self-defence  to  commence 
the  construction  of  forts  on  its  borders,  just 
as  we  have  seen  them  constructed  already 
in  the  states  which  have  been  the  seat  of 
war,  their  capitals  would  require  fortifica- 
tions, just  as  Washington  and  Richmond 
now  do,  every  pass  in  the  mountain  would 
have  to  be  guarded,  and  bristle  with  artil- 
lery, every  navigable  river  open  to  the  sea 
would  require  batteries  at  its  mouth,  or  on 
its  cliffs.  The  whole  country  would  have 
to  be  trenched  to  protect  the  states  against 
each  other.  And  forts  and  navies  would  re- 
quire hundreds  of  thousands  of  soldiers  and 
sailors  to  man  them.  Who,  then,  would 
escape  taxation?  Whose  pockets  would 
then  be  beyond  the  reach  of  the  collector. 
And  in  addition  to  all  this,  each  state  or  as- 
sociation of  states  would  be  compelled  to 
establish  for  itself  a  system  of  foreign  re- 
lations and  diplomatic  service  crowding  the 
capitals  on  this  continent  and  the  courts  of 
Europe,  at  an  enormous  expense,  with  third- 
rate  demagogue  ministers  to  keep  up  the 
semblance  of  sovereignty  and  independence. 
What  advantage  could  be  gained  by  a 
change  to  such  a  system  of  small  republics  ? 
Absolutely  nothing,  but  a  loss  too  great  to 
be  at  present  computed. 

All  the  causes  of  war  usual  among  na- 
tions, would  be  multiplied  here  in  exact 
proportion  to  the  number  of  the  parties  in- 
terested,  and  no    amount  of   industry   or 
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commerce  could  stand  the  exactions  of  such 
internal  wars.  If  -we  take  the  cost  of  forti- 
fications, armaments,  navies,  seamen,  and 
soldiers,  which  each  new  fragmentary  re- 
public would  have  to  provide,  we  will  find 
the  sum  total  so  vast,  as  to  exceed  the  actual 
resources  of  the  states  for  generations  to 
come.  Indeed,  the  sums  we  are  spending 
to  put  down  this  rebellion  are  nothing  in 
comparison  with  those  which  the  ncAv  re- 
publics would  have  to  expend  for  self-de- 
fence, if  not  for  existence  itself  Let  us 
illustrate  by  an  example.  Holland,  or  the 
Netherlands,  has  a  population  of  about  two 
millions  and  a  half  a  million  or  so  less  than 
the  state  of  New  York,  but  its  area  is  only 
about  one  quarter  as  great.  If  there  is  a 
country  in  the  world  Avhich  deserves  to  be 
prosperous,  it  is  Holland,  noted  for  her 
bravery,  her  persevering  industry,  and  her 
love  of  liberty.  Yet  she  has  ever  been  the 
victim  of  ambitious  powers.  Decimated 
alike  by  the  ruthless  Spaniards  and  the 
insurrectionary  French,  she  still  staggers 
along  under  a  debt  of  four  hundred  millions 
of  dollars,  absolutely  the  price  of  her  efforts 
to  maintain  her  national  life.  What  would 
Delaware,  or  New  Jersey,  or  Rhode  Island, 
or  any  of  the  small  states,  with  an  area  less 
than  11,000  square  miles,  that  being  the  ex- 
tent of  the  country  of  the  Netherlands, 
what  would  they  do  with  a  future  debt  of 
four  hundred  millions  ?  AYhat  would  even 
our  great  Empire  state  do  with  such  a  debt, 
when  it  groans  under  one  of  thirty  millions 
incurred  for  public  improvements,  now 
making  the  richest  returns  to  the  treasury. 

But  it  may  be  said  the  separation  of  the 
Southern  states  will  not  lead  to  any  further 
divisions.  He  is  no  statesman  who  says 
this.  If  the  Southern  states  hold  the  gulf 
of  Mexico  as  their  share  of  the  plunder  of 
our  nationality,  they  hold  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  the  Missouri,  all  their  tribu- 
taries east  and  west,  and  will  even  tap  the 
Pacific  railroad  itself  The  Western  and 
Northwestern  states  will  be  compelled  to 
form  treaties  for  their  own  protection  with 
the  Southern  states,  to  which  New  England 
can  have  no  claim  to  be  a  party,  and  against 
which  she  will  have  no  right  to  interfere. 

The  day  will  come  when  divisions  be- 
tween the  Eastern  and  Middle  states  will 
arise  on  various  questions,  perhaps  peculiar 
to  New  England.  Will  New  York  consent 
to  pay  a  bounty  to  the  fishermen  of  Cape 
Cod? 

But  we  assume  the  broader  principle,  that 
once  the  unity  of  the  country  gone,  there 
is  no  security  any  longer  for  any  one  of  the 
divided  states.  Leaders  bold,  mercenary, 
ambitious,  and  unscrupulous,  will  rise  all 
around  us,  mushrooms  of  the  hour,  jnst  as 


they  have  risen  in  the  South,  and,  seizing 
the  reins  of  power,  will  never  lot  go,  till 
they  have  fully  aggrandized  themselves  and 
their  families  at  the  expense  of  the  people 
at  large.  Let  the  Union  once  be  divided, 
and  the  subsequent  divisions  will  be  innu- 
merable. 

Will  not  our  readers  then  come  to  the 
conclusion  with  us,  that  this  Union  must 
and  shall  be  preserved.  The  loss  of  money 
and  of  life  so  far  is  nothing  to  that  which 
disunion  will  cost,  when  we  shall  be  for- 
ever divided ;  the  states  shot  madly  from 
their  spheres,  armies,  navies,  taxes,  all  around 
us,  one  perpetual  state  of  war  and  confusion, 
national  debts  piling  up  by  millions  of  dol- 
lars everywhere,  no  more  internal  free 
trade,  no  strong  arm  to  protect  us,  no  flag, 
no  country,  no  nationality,  a  prey  to  domes- 
tic robbery  and  foreign  foes.  Such  will  be 
the  end  of  this  conflict,  if  the  Union  is  de- 
stroyed. Merciful  heaven,  and  shall  this 
be  ?  Shall  we  listen  for  a  moment  to  any- 
thing like  a  compromise,  which  admits  the 
right  or  principle  of  secession  ? 

Let  us  lay  aside  all  other  questions,  then, 
and  every  political  error  which  so  easily 
besets  us,  and  attend  solely  to  the  solution 
of  the  present  difficulty,  hij  force  of  arms. 
There  is  no  other  salvation  for  us.  It  will 
even  be  a  mercy  to  the  Southern  rebels  to 
conquer  them.  They  would  be  utterly 
ruined  by  any  form  of  government  they 
have  adopted  or  could  adopt.  They  have 
been  told  so  by  their  greatest  men  long  be- 
fore the  rebellion  began.*  The  masses  of 
the  people  at  the  South  perceive  they  have 
gained  nothing  by  the  war,  and  are  secretly 
expressing  their  disgust  and  disappointment 
with  their  leaders.  Let  the  war  continue 
to  the  bitter  end.  There  is  no  other  way  to 
save  the  North  or  the  South.     The  Union 

MUST    BK    RESTORED    OR     BOTH    ARE    RUINED 


*  In  1851,  the  Hon.  W.  V .  Bovce  addressed  the 
following  protest  against  secession  to  the  people  of 
South  Carolina  :  "  South  Carolina  cannot  become  a 
nation.  God  makes  nations,  not  man.  You  cannot 
extemporize  a  nation  out  of  South  Carolina.  It  is 
simply  impossil)le  ;  we  have  not  the  resources.  We 
could  exist  hy  tolerance,  and  what  that  tolerance 
■would  be,  when  we  consider  the  present  hostile 
spirit  of  the  ape  to  the  institution  of  slavery,  of 
which  we  would  be  looked  upon  as  the  peculiar  ex- 
ponent, all  may  readily  iaiaLjine.  I  trust  we  may 
never  have  to  look  upon  the  painful  and  humili- 
atinjr  spectacle. 

"From  the  weakness  of  our  national  govern- 
ment, a  feeling  of  insecuritj'  would  arise,  and  capi- 
tal would  take  the  alarm  and  leave  us.  But  it  may 
be  said,  "Let  capital  go.'  To  this  I  reply,  that  capi- 
tal is  the  life  blood  of  a  modern  community,  and  ia 
losing  it,  you  lose  the  vitality  of  the  state. 

"Secession,  separate  nationality,  witli  all  its 
burdens,  is  no  remedy.  It  is  no  redress  for  the 
past ;  it  is  no  security  for  the  future." 
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Tee  oltje«  of  tids  Associaticwi  £«  to  xrmie 
the  gTjvemors  of  the  lojai  states  and  tte 
pec'ple,  m.  eoncert  of  aedon;  »iBi  titrocgh 
shcm,  to  demand  ef  oor  eGDSti&ttte<l  aatboc- 
iries  the  mmo&t  ''"igor  in  ptiirtm^  down  she 
reb^Eco.    arl  remoTing   the  earise   of  it. 


TJse  views  of'  tlK  Assotiadon  are  indicated 
in  tke  foll'jwing  resolatiorLi.  I'elay  in  har- 
ing  a  settled  policy  will  have  no  other  eSiect 
than  lo  exhaoet  the  nadon,  ioerease  the 
effiisiofi  of  Wood,  and  hazard  the  cause  of 
nationalitv : 


BESOLUTIONS, 


WnXiXAs.  in  the  present  affiiersd  =tace 
of  our  eoaniiy.  growing  oct  of  iLe  e-rils  of 
warare.  it  £5  proper  that  all  pei-pIe  sLjuld 
be  made  to  nndeKtand  defini:elv  iihe  eaasec 
of  the  ei'iuiiet.  aiid  mo  tires  that  underlie 
the  attempt  to  Sf^parate  the  states  of  this 
Union: 

It  is,  therefore,  herety  DEcLijenD  and 
Resoltxbl  That  the  adDasipited  rerolntion 
Socth,  which,  seeks  to  throw  off  allegianee 
40  the  gtHrenoMat  ei  oar  fiuhess,  h^  no 
feirffartiaa  ia  gasratatej  opiiiresaon,  or  tm- 
joot  iaakmeai  fitaa  the  g^oramnsess :  Ihk. 
«B  Ae  eniteacy.  tiie  SooAen  stat^  have 
eq[n%  ttiflyed  die  fiBterinjr  eaiKy  the  pro- 
trrfinn,  the  WwiCfS  and  ^BolnmailB  of  o£ee, 
•ad  hare  partiopated.  in  the  higi^st  degxee. 
ia  the  patrtt:ii^  of  the  goresKment. 

Ii  is  firtlf?  lici  S.ZD  azid  Resoiteb. 
H&t  th :  -  __3,d  its  origin, 

mainly.  :  _  iistrift  rf  "!it 

e2&an*;-LLieiii:e£it    of    the    non-sii" 
popnlatiGn  of  the  XTiucwi — thit  It  ; : 
aojealooa   of  th.e    seren  niillio'n.5   01  i.T>£i- 
slirehoLiing  rx-palicioE   Soatit.  as  of  the 
ea&anch.-  .'  .ti-on  of  the  firee  stsLtes — 

that  th^  :  the    slaveholders    has 

teen,^a£ .  -^ate  the  mass  of  the  ia- 

doetrxai.  ilatijG  Sonth,  &ofB  the 

radnsrLi.  _■,_  ^^■:^on.  North,  with  a  -view  to 
dis.;-r.TMie«rt  is  from  ia  nacaral  p<:Iiri.::^I  fel- 
lowship, —  .--'-■--  the  masses  Sooth,  mav 
racze  ea.-..  .^d  snde?  th.e  b^c  of  per- 

manent .  ■^-    by  a  disfMinchisem'iss 

that  wooid  alKiW  it  plefc-eianrepresenitadoa 
ctly:  in  ether  wordi,  the  slavcLoliers'  re- 
texlison  ha.i  is  origin  eicItLsivelT  in  the 
leag^o&ueiniilaKd  prcje^  of  PEEPETTA- 


TIXG  SLATER  r.  ET  ABROCtATES'G  A 
GOTEKNMEXT  OF  MAJORITIES  IS 
THE    SOUTH.   an4   thus   prestrating  the 

principle  of  democrati:?  goveminent  in 
SoHthem  politics. 

It  is  farther  Deciareb  and  Resolvxb, 
That  the  pro-slav-ery  spirit  in  politic*  has 
looked  with  distrost  and  hostility  to  the  gen- 
eral edaeatio>n  and  elevation  of  the  non- 
slavehcdding  porniation  South — that  those 
masses  can  never  hope  for  the  adoption  of 
a  jos*  Soathera  poIii:ry  ciider  the  jealous 
and  selfish  sway  of  ela.ss  and  caste:  and 
therefore,  to  allow  the  fi:-ee  lihoring  white 
pojmlatiiH)  in  the  Somhem  states  to  be  sep- 
arated by  force  fr&ai  its  natural  and  sym- 
pathizing  €tll«rw^bip  of  &ee  labor  in  the 
North,  wwdd  lay  the  foundation  of  deeper 
injQstiee  and  additional  dtsparagement. 

It  is  farther  Declased  and  Resolved, 
Tlit  the  twenty-~even  millions  noc-slave- 
:ing  popolation.  North  and  South,  are 
-:led  to  the  same  advantages,  and  I3ie 
Hki^e  poliiieal  destiny — that  they  are  alike 
dependent  ucon  their  iodostry  for  snb'sist- 
^nee,  and  are  eooally  botmd  by  the  ties  of 
BSOTHEREO-OD  aad  political  aflnity.  to  np- 
hold  the  ascendency  of  the  masses  as  the 
voting,  governing  p"Ower  of  the  Unio-n — 
that  it  is  the  daty  aUke  of  this  p'-p-nlation, 
NoaxH  and  Socth.  to  Join  the  work  of  mc- 
ttial  protection  against  the  maehinationa  of 
any  clas  that  seeks,  on  xyr  ps-stesce.  the 
subordination  of^  the  masses  in  any  portion 
of  oar  common  eoantry. 

It  is  farther  Declared  and  Resolved, 
That  the  proviaon  of  the  CoiL^titntiori  which 
gnaraniieg  to  the  people   of    every  state 
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TEXAN  SECESSIONISTS  VERSUS   LORENZO   SHERWOOD. 


AN  INCIPIENT  CHAPTER  OF    THE  EEBELLION. 


The  extraordinary  efforts  made  by  the 
secessionists  to  drive  Mr.  Sherwood  from 
the  discussion  of  the  Slave  Question,  as  well 
as  from  his  position  in  the  Texan  Legisla- 
ture, indicated  their  dread  of  such  an  oppo- 
nent in  any  fiiir  appeal  to  the  intelligence 
and  patriotism  of  the  masses  of  the  people. 
The  incipient  treason  quailed  before  his 
searching  investigations  and  fearless  expo- 
sures ;  and  the  assaults  upon  him  culmina- 
ted in  a  movement  of  the  secessionists  at 
Galveston  for  silencing  his  voice  upon  the 
all-important  topic  which  now  forms  the 
"  corner-stone "  of  the  rebel  confederacy. 
The  proceedings  in  this  case  form  an  ex- 
traordinary feature  in  the  history  of  these 
eventful  times.  They  are  worthy  of  special 
attention  now,  when  the  whole  land  is  con- 
vulsed by  the  evils  thus  early  foreshadowed 
and  denounced  by  Mr.  Sherwood.  The 
record  needs  no  commentary  beyond  the 
honest  emotions  of  every  loyal  reader. 
South  or  North.  That  record  is  here  copied 
from  Olmstead's  Travels  in  Texas  (pages 
505-6  of  Appendix),  as  quoted  in  that  vol- 
ume from  the  Galveston  News  of  1856 — 
with  all  the  passages  italicized  as  we  find 
them  in  the  book — the  extraordinary  char- 
acter of  the  language  well  warranting  the 
typographical  distinction  thus  conferred  by 
Mr.  Olmstead,  in  his  valualjle  work  : — 

Proceedings  of  a  Public  Meeting  in  Cial 
vestou,  Texas. 

(From  the  Galveston  Kews,  1856.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Galveston' 
convened  to  take  into  consideration  the  pro- 
priety of  PERMITTING  Loveiizo  Sheruvod  to 
address  the  jicople  in  defence  of  his  course  in 
the  last  Lc(rislalure,  Col.  Samuel  M.  Wil- 
liams was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Alfred  F. 
James  appointed  secretary,  when,  after  ex- 
plaining the  object  of  the  meeting,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  following  letter,  pre- 
pared and  read  by  Mr.  Ballinger,  be  ad- 
dressed to  Mr.  Sherwood,  as  embracing  the 
views  aud  sentiments  of  this  meeting,  in  re- 
lation to  his  contemplated  address : 

"  Galveston,  July  7,  1856. 

"Lorenzo  Sherwood,  Esq. — Sir:  At  a 
public  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Galveston, 
convened  this  morning  at  the  Court  House. 


in  consequence  of  your  public  notice  that 
you  would  make  an  address  this  evening, 
in  defence  of  your  course  iu  the  last  Legis- 
lature, it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  notify 
you  of  the  well-considered  sentiments  and 
resolute  determination  of  the  people  of  Gal- 
veston, as  follows : 

"  That  your  right,  in  common  uith  every 
other  citizen,  to  free  opinion,  free  discussio7i, 
and  the  largest  liberty  of  self-defence,  is  fully 
recognized,  and  will  he  respected. 

"  But  there  is  one  subject  connected  with 
your  course  in  the  Legislature — that  of  sla- 
very— on  which  neither  you,  nor  any  one  en- 
tertaining your  views,  ivill  he  permitted  to 
appear  hefore  the  community,  in  a  public 
manner.  That  your  views  on  that  subject 
are  unsound  and  dangerous,  is  the  fixed  be- 
lief of  this  community,  caused  by  your  own 
speeches,  writing,  and  acts. 

"  AVe  are  aware  that,  either  actually  or 
seemingly,  you  wholly  misapprehend  the 
real  views  of  the  people  of  Texas,  and  sup- 
pose that,  by  explanation  and  argument,  you 
can  make  your  anti-slavery  theories  and  plaiis 
inoffensive  and  acceptable.  How  far  this 
should  be  attributed,  on  your  part,  to  delu- 
sion, and  how  far  to  design,  is  not  material. 
The  slavery  question  is  not  one  which  is  open 
to  you  before  us. 

'■'You  are,  therefore,  explicitly  and  per- 
emptorily notified,  that,  in  your  speech,  you 
will  not  be  permitted  to  touch,  in  any  man- 
ner, on  the  subject  of  slavery,  or  your  opin- 
ions thereon,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  or 
by  way  of  explanation,  or  otherwise.  Under 
the  pretext  of  the  personal  right  of  self-defence, 
you  ivill  not  he  tolerated  in  any  attempt  to 
defend  your  course  in  the  Legislature  on  this 
subject,  which  was  an  aggression  on  the 
rights,  and  an  outrage  on  the  feelings,  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  and  much  more  on  those  of 
the  people  of  Galveston,  whom  you  misrep- 
resented, than  any  other. 

'TAe  entire  subject  of  slavery,  in  all  its 
connections,  is  forbidden  ground,  which  yon 
shall  not  invade. 

^^Your  introduction  of  it  in  any  manner, 
will  be  the  prompt  signal  for  consequences 
to  which  we  need  not  allude. 

"It  has  been  asserted  that  you  have  some 
supporters  in  this  community  upon  that  sub- 
iect.     We  trust  not.    But  if  so.  and  if  thev 
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have  sufficient  presumption  to  undertake  to 
sustain  you,  in  any  further  discussion  of  this 
subject  before  the  people,  thci/  icill  make  this 
evening  the  occasion  for  the  definite  and  final 
settlement  of  that  issue,  both  as  to  you  and  to 
them. 

''We  trust,  however,  that  you  Avill  con- 
fine yourself  to  matters  of  legitimate  public 
interest  and  discussion,  and  Avill  not,  here- 
after, either  in  public  or  jirivatc,  further 
abuse  the  patience  of  a  people  with  whom, 
on  that  question,  you  have  no  congeniality, 
and  whom  you  wholly  misunderstand. 

"This  communication  icill  be  read  to  the 
assembled  public  before  you  proceed  icith  your 
speech;  and  you  will  clearly  understand,  is 
not  to  be  the  subject  of  any  animadversion  by 

YOU." 

The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Messrs. 
Wm.  P.  Ballinger,  P.  R.  Edwards, "Hamilton 
Stuart,  Thomas  M.  Joseph,  B.  C.  Franklin, 
Samuel  M.  Williams,  i\  II.  Merriman,  Oscar 
Farisli,  M.  B.  Menard,  Noah  John,  and  Jo- 
seph J.  Ilendlcy. 

Col.  Samuel  M.  Williams,  Judge  B.  C. 
Franklin,  Wm.  P.  Ballinger,  Esq.,  and  Col. 
E.  McLean,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
deliver  to  Mr.  Sherwood  a  copy  of  the  let- 
ter addressed  to  him  Ijy  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Hamilton  Stuart,  Esq.,  all 
those  opposed  to  the  actio)i  taken  by  this  meet- 
ing iverc  requested  to  withdraw^  whereupon 
Messrs.  Joseph  J.  Hendley  and  Stephen  Van 
Sickle  retired. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned,  to  meet 
again  this  evening,  at  the  place  appointed  by 
Mr.  Sherwood  to  deliver  his  address. 

Samuel  M.  Williams, 

Chairman. 
A.  F.  James,  Secretary. 


It  was  an  evil  day  for  the  traitors  of 
Texas  when  they  grappled  in  hostility  with 
Col.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Sherwood.     These 


were  the  two  leading  intellects  of  that  state 
in  the  Union  cause.  For  many  years  they 
were  the  most  dangerous  antagonists  the 
conspiracy  had  to  deal  with.  The  recent 
speeches  and  wi-itings  of  these  two  gentle- 
men confirm  the  truth  that  the  traitors  were 
not  mistaken. 

Lorenzo  Sherwood,  a  member  of  the  New 
York  Legislature  before  going  to  Texas,  is  re- 
membered by  the  old  democracy  of  New  Yoi'k 
as  one  of  the  leading  men  who  assisted  ia 
Ijringing  forward  the  great  Constitutional  Re- 
form movement  that  resulted  in  the  conven- 
tion of  184G — the  eifects  of  which  were 
quickly  felt  in  stimulating  a  reform  in  the 
organic  laws  of  nearly  every  state  in  the 
Union. 

To  Mr.  Sherwood's  efforts  and  advocacy 
of  that  measure,  are  the  people  of  this  state 
quite  as  much  indebted  as  to  any  one  else, 
for  the  adoption  of  those  provisions  estab- 
lishing our  public  credit,  our  improved 
banking  system,  and  the  protection  of  our 
canals  from  future  sale. 

Col.  Hamilton  will  be  remembered  as  the 
last  Union  Representative  in  Congress  from 
Texas — faithful  among  the  faithless — un- 
flinching amid  the  fires  of  rebel  persecution; 
and  now  deservedly  appointed  as  a  General, 
and  as  Provisional  Governor  of  Texas. 

Both  of  these  gentlemen,  now  taking  ad- 
vantage of  their  large  experience  and  astute 
views  concerning  the  motives  of  the  rebel- 
lion, are  hurling  upon  the  traitors  the  great 
'■political  moral"  of  the  whole  question. 
Under  their  teachings,  the  tide  of  public  in- 
dignation is  being  rolled  back  upon  the  rebel- 
lion, in  that  crushing  form  which  insures  ul- 
timate success  for  the  great  principles  of 
democracy  involved  in  the  present  contest. 

HENRY  O'RIELLY. 

New  York,  December,  1SG2. 
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